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House speaker as U.S. emissary: Pelosi emerges as force abroad 


By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional Corre¬ 
spondent 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 

There’s an American lead¬ 
er whose words resonate 
on the global stage. Who 
draws attention in foreign 
capitals. Who carries a 
message from the United 
States by simply arriving. 

It’s not just President Don¬ 
ald Trump. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif„ is 
emerging as an alterna¬ 
tive ambassador abroad, 
an emissary for bedrock 
democratic values and 
the promise of stability that 
some see as diminishing in 
the Trump era. 

As the president heads to 
the Group of Seven summit 
in France next week with 
his “America First" agenda, 
Pelosi has been quietly en¬ 
gaging the world from an¬ 
other point of view. 

Continued on Page 4 
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Trump wields sanctions hammer; experts wonder to what end 



By MATTHEW LEE 
AP Diplomatic Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Call it 
the diplomacy of coercion. 
The Trump administration 
is aggressively pursuing 
economic sanctions as a 
primary foreign policy tool 
to an extent unseen in de¬ 
cades, or perhaps ever. 
Many are questioning the 
results even as officials insist 
the penalties are achieving 
their aims. 

Since taking office in Janu¬ 
ary 2017, President Donald 
Trump has used an array of 
new and existing sanctions 
against Iran, North Korea 
and others. His Treasury De¬ 
partment, which oversees 
economic sanctions, has 
targeted thousands of enti¬ 
ties with asset freezes and 
business bans. The State 
Department has been simi¬ 
larly enthusiastic about im¬ 
posing its own penalties: 
travel bans on foreign gov¬ 
ernment officials and oth¬ 
ers for human rights abuses 
and corruption in countries 
from the Americas to the 
Middle East, Africa and 
Asia. 

At the same time, the ad¬ 
ministration is trying to re¬ 
duce greatly the amount 
of U.S. foreign assistance, 
notably cutting money to 
Latin America and the Pal¬ 
estinians. The White House 
budget office is making 
plans to return billions of 
dollars in congressionally 
approved but unspent dol¬ 
lars to the Treasury. A similar 
effort was rejected by Con¬ 
gress last year. 

The combination of more 
sticks and fewer carrots has 
created a disconnection 
between leveraging the 
might of America's eco¬ 
nomic power and effec¬ 
tively projecting it, accord¬ 
ing to experts who fear fhe 
administration is relying too 
much on coercion at the 
expense of cooperation. 

It also has caused signifi¬ 
cant tensions with Ameri¬ 
can allies, especially in 
Europe, where experts say 
a kind of sanctions fatigue 
may be setting in. The de¬ 
cision this past week by the 
British territory of Gibraltar 
to release, over U.S. objec¬ 
tions, an Iranian oil tanker 
that it seized for sanctions 
violations could be a case 


in point. 

It's rare for a week to go 
by without the administra¬ 
tion announcing new sanc¬ 
tions. 

On Thursday, the admin¬ 
istration said it would re¬ 
scind the visas of any crew 
aboard the Iranian tanker 
in Gibraltar. On Wednes¬ 
day, Sudan's former intel¬ 
ligence chief received a 
travel ban. Last week, the 
entire Venezuelan govern¬ 
ment was hit. More than 
2,600 people, companies, 
ships and planes have 
been targeted so far since 
Trump took office. 

“The daily pace is intense,” 
the treasury undersecre¬ 
tary for terrorism and finan¬ 
cial intelligence, Sigal Man- 
delker, said recently. 

She and proponents of the 
administration's foreign 
policy say sanctions are 
working and have denied 
Iran and its proxies hun¬ 
dreds of millions, if not bil¬ 
lions, in dollars in revenue 
used for destabilizing activ¬ 
ity in the Middle East and 
beyond. And, they note, 
the U.S. approach does not 
involve the vastly more ex¬ 
pensive option of military 
action. 

“Overuse of economic 
warfare is certainly a better 
alternative to the overuse 
of military warfare,” said 
Mark Dubowitz, the chief 
executive of the Founda¬ 
tion for Defense of Democ¬ 
racies. He has advocated 


for even broader sanctions. 
Mandelker, whose office 
is in charge of economic 
sanctions, says sanctions 
alone “rarely, if ever, com¬ 
prise the entire solution to a 
national security threat or 
human rights or corruption 
crisis.” They must, she said in 
a speech to the Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies, be accompanied 
by other action to push U.S. 
national interests. 

Experts say the administra¬ 
tion has not shown great vi¬ 
sion in adopting strategies 
that do not rely on sanc¬ 
tions or separating punitive 
foreign policy decisions 
from purely trade issues, 
such as the spat with the 
Chinese over tariffs. While 
Trump has been reluctant 
to punish Russia for med¬ 
dling in the 2016 presiden¬ 
tial election, his administra¬ 
tion has not relented on 
sanctions for Moscow’s ac¬ 
tions in Ukraine and human 
rights issues. 

“President Trump has com¬ 
pletely conflated eco¬ 
nomic sanctions and com¬ 
mercial policy,” said Gary 
Haufbauer, a senior fellow 
wifh the Peterson Institute 
for Infernational Economics 
who was a senior treasury 
official during the Carter 
administration. He said that 
while that approach might 
work with countries such as 
Mexico and Guatemala 
over immigration, trade 
measures and sanctions 


Associated Press 

against China and Russia 
do not. 

“I don't see that the U.S. 
is having any positive ef¬ 
fect on Chinese behavior, 
or for that matter, Russia,” 
Haufbauer said. He said 
this was a “pivot point” in 
world economic relations, 
with the U.S. losing its lead¬ 
ership role and opening 
up the possibility for an¬ 
other nation to pick up the 
mantle. Asian countries, 
he said, are deferring to 
China’s perspective on the 
U.S., and American allianc¬ 
es with European nations 
are being weakened by 
Trump’s reliance on sanc¬ 
tions. 

“The U.S., through its trade 


policy, has managed to 
isolate itself,” he said. 
Although many administra¬ 
tions have relied on sanc¬ 
tions, Trump has used them 
with zeal at a cost to the 
U.S., said Liz Rosenberg, 
the director of the Energy, 
Economics and Security 
Program at the Center for 
a New American Security. 
She was a senior adviser to 
one of Mandelker's prede¬ 
cessors at Treasury during 
the Obama administration. 
Where the U.S. once coor¬ 
dinated with Europeans on 
issues such as counterter¬ 
rorism and nuclear nonpro¬ 
liferation, Trump’s sanctions 
are often one-sided and 
do not prioritize partner¬ 
ships, Rosenberg said. 

“This is a brand new reality 
that has never been seen 
in modern times,” she said. 
“There are those in Europe 
who feel not just harmed 
by the United States, but 
also targeted by the United 
States.” 

The result is that many 
countries are less eager, 
or in fact wary, of signing 
up for American initiatives, 
particularly when they see 
the U.S. retreating in areas 
such as foreign aid. The 
administration is expected 
to present a plan soon to 
cut as much as $4 billion in 
economic and develop¬ 
ment aid, drawing wide 
bipartisan rebukes from 
Capitol Hill. A similar effort 
was turned aside in 2018, 
but there are fears it may 
to come to pass this year.Q 
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Kathleen Blanco, Louisiana’s governor during Katrina, dies 


By MELINDA DESLATTE 
Associated Press 
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) 

— Former Louisiana Gov. 
Kathleen Babineaux Blan¬ 
co, who became the 
state's first female elected 
governor only to see her 
political career derailed 
by the devastation of Hur¬ 
ricane Katrina, has died. 
After struggling for years 
with cancer, Blanco died 
Sunday in hospice care in 
Lafayette. She was 76. 

“Our hearts are broken, 
but we are joyful in know¬ 
ing that she is rejoicing 
in her heavenly reunion 
with Christ. Please pray for 
God’s peace to carry us 
through the coming days 
and months of sorrow as 
we mourn her absence 
from our lives,” Blanco’s 
family said in a statement 
released by Gov. John Bel 
Edwards' office. 

Blanco had a rare eye can¬ 
cer that she battled suc¬ 
cessfully in 2011, but it later 
returned and spread to 
her liver. Her death came 
more than a year after the 
Democrat who served in 
state government offices 
for more than two decades 
announced in December 
2017 that she was being 
treated for the incurable 
melanoma. Blanco de¬ 
scribed being in a “fight for 
my own life, one that will 
be difficult to win.” 

Blanco held Louisiana's top 
elected job from 2004 to 
2008. Until her campaign 
for governor, she spent 
much of her political ca¬ 
reer moving steadily and 
quietly through state poli¬ 
tics, rarely creating waves 
or controversy. Katrina 
raised her profile nation¬ 
ally and forever impacted 


her legacy. The devastat¬ 
ing August 2005 hurricane 
killed more than 1,400 peo¬ 
ple in Louisiana, displaced 
hundreds of thousands and 
inundated 80 percent of 
New Orleans. 

Historians will continue to 
debate whether any gov¬ 
ernor could have been 
prepared for such a catas¬ 
trophe, but Blanco shoul¬ 
dered much of the blame 
after images of thousands 
stranded on rooftops and 
overpasses were broad¬ 
cast to the world, and the 
government was slow to 
respond. Blanco was criti¬ 
cized as unprepared, over¬ 
whelmed and indecisive. 
The recovery she guided 
moved ploddingly. 

“While she knew that her 
name would forever be 
linked with Hurricanes Ka¬ 
trina and Rita, it was her 
dying wish that she be re¬ 
membered for her faith in 
God, commitment to fam¬ 
ily and love of Louisiana,” 
Blanco’s family said. 

As the devout Catho¬ 
lic asked in the letter an¬ 
nouncing her terminal con¬ 
dition for prayers in her final 
months, she also thanked 
Louisiana residents for their 
“abiding love" during her 
years of service, and de¬ 
scribed the challenges of 
responding to Katrina and 
the follow-up blow of Hur¬ 
ricane Rita a month later. 
She called it an “honor 
and blessing” to lead Loui¬ 
siana at the time. “Katrina 
certainly left its mark and 
Rita left her mark on Loui¬ 
siana. It made us tougher 
people though. It made us 
stronger," the former gov¬ 
ernor said in July. In the im¬ 
mediate aftermath of the 
storms, Blanco said Louisi¬ 


ana’s miseries were wors¬ 
ened by a Republican-led 
White House desperate to 
blame someone else for its 
disaster response failures. “I 
just thought I could shout 
more loudly than the noise 
around me, but in the end 
I couldn’t. There was just 
too much pain,” she once 
said. Edwards, a Democrat 
in his first term as governor, 
called Blanco a mentor 
to him and a trailblazer to 
women. 

He ordered flags at state 
buildings around Louisiana 
flown at half-staff through 
Blanco's funeral, sched¬ 
uled for Saturday.Q 



In this June 11, 2009, file photo, former Louisiana Gov. Kathleen 
Blanco address a news conference as Gov. Bobby Jindal looks 
on at the state capitol in Baton Rouge, La. 

Associated Press 
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House speaker as U.S. emissary: Pelosi emerges as force abroad 



In this Aug. 8, 2019, file photo. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi gives a news conference at the Air 
Force Base in Guatemala City. 


Continued from Front 

She is reviving a more tradi¬ 
tional American approach 
to foreign policy, in style 
and substance, reinforc¬ 
ing long-standing U.S. alli¬ 
ances and commitments 
to democracy and human 
rights, at a time when the 
old order appears to be 
slipping away. 

“What's really important for 
people to know is, we're all 
in this together,” Pelosi told 
The Associated Press in an 
interview. “This isn’t about 
me. It’s about our country 
and our shared values, to 
show our strength of who 
we are and what we be¬ 
lieve.” 

Since retaking the speak¬ 
er’s gavel this year, Pelosi 
has led large congressio¬ 
nal delegations abroad: 
to assure European allies 
at a Munich security con¬ 
ference; warn Britons of 
the pitfalls of Brexit; assess 
the migrant crisis in Cen¬ 
tral America; and mark the 
400th anniversary of the 
slave trade in Africa with 
members of the Congres¬ 
sional Black Caucus, in¬ 
cluding the immigrant con¬ 
gresswoman who became 


the subject of a Trump rally 
chant, “Send her back!" 
Former Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
that at a time when U.S. 
policy is “confusing every¬ 
body in the world,” Pelosi 
and the members of Con¬ 
gress are trying to “present 
the best face of America." 
“Thank goodness that 
they're doing this,” Albright 
said. 

With the lawmakers, Pe¬ 
losi is sending a “very clear 
message” to the foreign 
officials in the room, said 
Rep. Norma Torres, D-Calif., 
a Guatemalan American 
who joined the Central 
American trip. 

“Presidents come and go. 
Congress will always be 
there,” Torres said. 

The scope of Pelosi's diplo¬ 
macy often resonates with 
members of the president's 
party, creating rare biparti¬ 
san accord. 

This past week, when Trump 
said he hopes it works out 
with Hong Kong pro-de¬ 
mocracy protesters facing 
retaliation from China — “I 
hope nobody gets killed,” 
he told reporters — Pe¬ 
losi affirmed the U.S. com¬ 
mitment to human rights 


and urged the Hong Kong 
government to end the 
standoff. It was a sentiment 
shared by several top Re¬ 
publicans, including Sen¬ 
ate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky. 
Congressional leaders rou¬ 
tinely play a role influenc¬ 
ing policy abroad. While 
House speaker. Newt Gin¬ 


grich, R-Ga., visited the 
former Soviet Union. More 
recently, when John Boeh- 
ner, R-Ohio, was speaker, 
he invited Israel's Benjamin 
Netanyahu to address a 
joint meeting of Congress 
amid opposition to the 
Obama administration's 
nuclear deal with Iran. Pe¬ 
losi, as a young lawmaker, 
went to China to oppose 
the violent crackdown on 
democracy protesters in Ti¬ 
ananmen Square. 

But not since the late Re¬ 
publican Sen. John Mc¬ 
Cain, R-Ariz„ globe-trotted 
the world has a U.S. law¬ 
maker emerged with such 
a presence, as a protector 
of long-held American val¬ 
ues, as Pelosi. 

“This is what diplomacy 
looks like,” said Rep. Jim 
McGovern, D-Mass„ who 
traveled with Pelosi this 
month to Guatemala, El 
Salvador and Honduras 
as the migrant crisis at the 
U.S.-Mexico border played 
out. 

Trump has not been 
pleased with some of Pe- 
losi’s trips. 

In a stunning move this year, 
the president abruptly or¬ 
dered the grounding of the 
military aircraft that was set 
to take lawmakers to Bel¬ 
gium and Afghanistan to 
visit troops. The move was 
in retaliation for Pelosi's de¬ 
cision to postpone Trump's 
State of the Union address 


Associated Press 

during the federal govern¬ 
ment shutdown. 

Trump dismissed Pelosi's 
“excursion” as a “public re¬ 
lations event" and suggest¬ 
ed the lawmakers could 
fly on commercial aircraft 
to the combat zone. Con¬ 
gressional travel is, by law, 
federally funded. 

Critics may see the trips as 
merely junkets or, worse, 
meddling in the administra¬ 
tion’s foreign affairs. Ameri¬ 
can politicians generally 
abide by a rule to leave 
their political differences 
at water's edge. During 
a trip to Africa, Pelosi sur¬ 
prised some when she de¬ 
clined to answer questions 
about Trump’s racist tweets 
against members of Con¬ 
gress. 

Sometimes more can be 
said diplomatically by say¬ 
ing little. 

At the Munich security con¬ 
ference this year, Pelosi 
was embraced by Europe¬ 
an leaders at a time when 
Trump's attacks on NATO 
were threatening the de¬ 
cades-old alliance of West¬ 
ern nations. 

“She was greeted like a 
rock star,” said Wendy 
Sherman, an Obama-era 
ambassador and former 
State Department counsel¬ 
or under Albright. Around 
that time, Pelosi and Mc¬ 
Connell invited the NATO 
secretary-general address 
to Congress.Q 
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Bail set at $200,000 for 
NYC subway scare defendant 


NEW YORK (AP) — Bail was 
set at $200,000 Sunday for 
a homeless man from West 
Virginia who was charged 
with placing two devices 
that looked like pressure 
cookers in a New York City 
subway station. 

Larry Kenton Griffin II of 
Bruno, West Virginia, ap¬ 
peared in Manhattan Crim¬ 
inal Court before Judge 
Keisha Espinal, who set the 
bail and ordered Griffin to 
return to court Friday. 

A message seeking com¬ 
ment was left with Griffin’s 
lawyer, Michael Croce. 

The court appearance 
came a day after Griffin’s 
arrest and two days after 
Friday morning's commute 
was disrupted by a police 
investigation that began 
after two large cooking 
pots were spotted at Man¬ 
hattan’s Fulton subway 
station. The incident in¬ 
convenienced thousands 
of commuters who use 
multiple subway lines that 
converge at the busy sta¬ 
tion next to the World Trade 
Center site, where a heavy 
police presence exists dur¬ 
ing every busy morning or 
evening commute since 
the Sept. 11 attacks. 

The 26-year-old Griffin was 
charged with two counts 
of placing a false bomb . 
Fie was arrested Saturday 
in the Bronx after photo¬ 
graphs of Griffin and the 
pots were distributed wide¬ 
ly by law enforcement au¬ 
thorities. 

A criminal complaint 
said Griffin knew the pots 
“would appear to be a 


bomb, destructive device, 
explosive and hazardous 
substance under circum¬ 
stances in which it was 
likely to cause public alarm 
and inconvenience.” The 
complaint said Griffin was 
seen on video pushing a 
silver shopping cart at West 
16th Street and 7th Avenue 
at 5:56 a.m. 

It said he took a rice cooker 
out of the shopping cart at 
the Fulton Street station 40 
minutes later and kicked it 
toward an exit in front of 
an elevator. The complaint 
said police Officer Joseph 
Nailes saw two rice cook¬ 
ers, including the one by 
the elevator, about a half 
hour later. 

A third rice cooker was 
found at 6:40 a.m. Friday 
by a police detective on 
the sidewalk at West 16th 
Street and 7th Avenue, the 
complaint said. 

West Virginia authorities 
have said Griffin has been 
arrested in the state at least 
three times in the past eight 
years, including a 2017 ar¬ 
rest on charges alleging he 
sent obscene material to a 
minor. 

Tara Brumfield, Griffin's 
cousin, told a Fluntington, 
West Virginia, television sta¬ 
tion that he is a good per¬ 
son who has been dealing 
with mental health issues. 
Alluding to the rice cook¬ 
ers, she said Griffin has a 
habit of picking up items 
in one place and putting 
them down in another. 
Many rice cookers look like 
pressure cookers, which 
use pressure to cook food 


quickly — a function that 
has been used to turn them 
into bombs. 

At the Boston Marathon 
in 2013, a pair of Islamic 
extremists detonated two 
pressure cookers packed 
with explosives, killing three 
people and injuring hun¬ 
dreds more. 

In September 2016, a pres¬ 
sure-cooker bomb went 
off in Manhattan’s Chelsea 
neighborhood, injuring 30 
people.Q 


This photo released by NYPD shows a person of interest wanted 
for questioning in regard to the suspicious items placed inside 
the Fulton Street subway station in Lower Manhattan on Friday, 
Aug. 16, 2019 in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Far-right and antifa groups both claim victory at Portland 


By GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 

With both the left and the 
right declaring victory fol¬ 
lowing a long-hyped rally 
that had Portland, Oregon, 
on edge it seems the liberal 
city will continue to be a 
flashpoint in an increasingly 
divided country. 

City officials were mostly 
relieved that a downtown 
gathering Saturday of more 
than 1,000 far-right protest¬ 
ers and anti-fascist coun¬ 
ter-demonstrators wasn't 
as violent as feared. 

“I’m grateful this was large¬ 
ly a peaceful event,” May¬ 
or Ted Wheeler said. “We 
were preparing for and 
planning for a worst-case 
scenario.” There were 13 
arrests and police seized 
bear spray, shields, poles 
and other weapons. But by 
using barriers and bridge 
closures — and allowing a 
large contingent of right¬ 
wingers to leave when they 
asked to — authorities were 
able to mostly keep the two 
sides apart. Six minor injuries 
were reported. 

Joe Biggs, the organizer of 
the right-wing gathering 
that featured the Proud 
Boys, Patriot Prayer and 
other far-right groups, said 
they accomplished their 
goal of drawing attention 
to black-clad anti-fascist 
protesters — known as an¬ 
tifa —who showed up to 
meet them. 

President Donald Trump 
tweeted early Saturday 
that “major consideration is 
being given to naming AN- 
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Black-clad protesters, gathered to oppose conservative groups staging an “End Domestic 
Terrorism” rally, hold signs in Portland, Ore., on Saturday, Aug. 17, 2019. 

Associated Press 


TIFA an ‘ORGANIZATION of 
TERROR.’” It wasn’t immedi¬ 
ately clear what he meant 
by that because there’s no 
mechanism for the United 
States government to de¬ 
clare a domestic organiza¬ 
tion a terror group. 

Biggs told The Orego- 
nian/OregonLive he was 
pleased the rally attracted 
Trump’s attention. 

“He talked about Portland, 
said he’s watching antifa. 
That’s all we wanted,” he 
said. 

Biggs said he and the right- 
wing groups would keep 
coming back to Portland so 
long as antifa was around. 
But Eric K. Ward, executive 
director of the Portland- 
based Western States Cen¬ 
ter, said the right-wing rally 


was a bust. “Portland won 
today, and far-right leaders 
like Joey Gibson and Joe 
Biggs lost,” Ward said in a 
statement. 

The Western States Center 
stated mission is to increase 
inclusive democracy. 

In an interview. Ward said 
Biggs’ groups cut short a 
planned five-hour rally after 
only one hour and left. 

“The white nationalist, alt- 
right coalition that came to 
Portland were denied what 
they sought to create, 
which was large-scale civil 
disturbances,” Ward said. 
While antifa protesters get 
a lot of attention. Ward said 
there were many others 
who came out to oppose 
the right-wing groups. He 
also praised police and city 


officials for their actions. 
“What I saw yesterday was 
the first step in Portland re¬ 
ally putting together a city¬ 
wide response,” he said. 
Wheeler, Portland’s mayor, 
said at a Saturday eve¬ 
ning news conference that 
Biggs and anyone espous¬ 
ing hate or violence was 
not welcome. 

“We do not want him here 
in my city. Period,” Wheel¬ 
er said. “Portland being a 
very progressive commu¬ 
nity is always going to be at 
or near ground zero of this 
battle." 

Wheeler emphasized that 
there are hundreds of pro¬ 
tests every year in Portland, 
and most don't get any at¬ 
tention. 

The latest rally began late 


Saturday morning. Flag- 
waving members of the 
Proud Boys, Three Percent¬ 
ers militia group and others 
gathered downtown, some 
wearing body armor and 
helmets like the antifa pro¬ 
testers. More than two doz¬ 
en local, state and federal 
law enforcement agen¬ 
cies, including the FBI, were 
in the city for the right-wing 
rally. As of early afternoon, 
most of the right-wing 
groups had left the area. 
But hundreds of people 
remained downtown and 
on nearby streets, and 
there were tense skirmishes, 
mostly with antifa protest¬ 
ers who were trying to find 
right-wing rallyers, through¬ 
out the day. 

Patriot Prayer's Gibson, 
who organized similar rallies 
in 2017 and 2018 that erupt¬ 
ed in clashes, surrendered 
Friday on an arrest warrant 
for felony rioting. He was at 
a confrontation that broke 
out on May 1 outside a bar 
where antifa members had 
gathered after a May Day 
demonstration. 

In a video he livestreamed 
on Facebook, Gibson ac¬ 
cused the police of play¬ 
ing politics by arresting him 
but not the masked dem¬ 
onstrators who beat up 
conservative blogger Andy 
Ngo at a June 29 rally that 
drew national attention. 

A video of that attack went 
viral and led the Proud 
Boys, who have been des¬ 
ignated a hate group by 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center, to organize Satur¬ 
day’s event.Q 
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4 Louisiana men 
to plead guilty in 
Miss, bribe scheme 


By JEFF AMY 
Associated Press 

Four Louisiana men say 
they’ll plead guilty to 
charges that they tried to 
bribe a Mississippi sheriff 
with $2,000 in casino chips, 
seeking lucrative jail con¬ 
tracts. 

Michael LeBlanc Sr. of Ba¬ 
ton Rouge, Michael LeB¬ 
lanc Jr. of Prairieville, Ta- 
wasky Ventroy of Opelou¬ 
sas and Jacque Jones of 
LaPlace have filed notices 
this month in federal court 
in Jackson saying they will 
change their previous not 
guilty pleas. 

All are accused of schem¬ 
ing to win contracts to sell 
inmates phone service 
and commissary goods at 
a jail in Mississippi’s Kem¬ 
per County. They’re also 
accused of paying for¬ 
mer Mississippi Corrections 
Commissioner Christopher 
Epps $2,000 and promising 
him future bribes to secure 
his help in influencing sher¬ 
iffs, especially those with 
regional jails overseen by 
the state. Epps was con¬ 
victed of taking more than 
$1.4 million in bribes from 
private contractors and 
is serving a nearly 20-year 
federal prison sentence in 
Texas. 

U.S. District Judge Henry T. 
Wingate has set an Oct. 2 
plea hearing in Jackson for 
the four men, who all re¬ 
main free on bail. 

The September indictments 
were a long-delayed con¬ 
tinuation of the corruption 
investigation surrounding 
Epps. The conspiracy and 
bribery charges would 
carry sentences of up to 
15 years in prison. Court 
papers don’t say to which 
charges the four will plead. 
The elder LeBlanc started 
out in the prison industry as 
an architect, but branched 
into other services and 
once was an owner of a 
large private prison com¬ 
pany. Federal prosecutors 
say the elder LeBlanc talk¬ 
ed to Epps in October 2014, 
hoping to win contracts for 
phone and commissary 
services. By then, Epps was 
already cooperating with 


the FBI. Private vendors sell 
phone calls and goods to 
prisoners. 

Epps had a history of push¬ 
ing particular vendors, 
some of whom were brib¬ 
ing him, according to au¬ 
thorities. Prosecutors say 
Ventroy, a LeBlanc em¬ 
ployee, delivered a $2,000 
cash bribe to Epps later in 
October 2014. 

Then, Michael LeBlanc Jr. 
met with Kemper County 
Sheriff James Moore. What 
they didn’t know, accord¬ 
ing to the indictment, is that 
Moore was working under¬ 
cover for the FBI when he 
took $2,000 in casino chips 
from the younger LeBlanc 
in a Biloxi casino restroom in 
December 2014. The indict¬ 
ment alleges Moore was 
promised additional future 
bribes. 

The elder LeBlanc designed 
at least five jails in the state. 
Development of two jails 
— in Alcorn and Chicka¬ 
saw counties — was spear¬ 
headed by former state 
Sen. Irb Benjamin. The ex¬ 
lawmaker acknowledged 
bribing Epps to ensure 
the state would provide 
enough inmates to make 
jails financially profitable 
for the counties. Benjamin 
remains in federal prison in 
Arkansas. 

LeBlanc previously was an 
owner of private prison 
company LCS Corrections 
Services, selling it to GEO 
Group for $307 million in 
2015. Of the price, $298 mil¬ 
lion went to repay debt, 
GEO financial documents 
show. 

LeBlanc and his deceased 
brother, Patrick, faced 
scrutiny in San Antonio in 
2007 over donations when 
their company was provid¬ 
ing commissary services. 
The Bexar County sheriff re¬ 
signed and pleaded guilty 
to misdemeanor charges 
after accepting a free trip 
to Costa Rica from the LeB- 
lancs. 

The sheriff’s campaign 
manager pleaded guilty 
to taking thousands of dol¬ 
lars in charitable donations 
and campaign contribu¬ 
tions, diverting $32,000 to 
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In an April 11, 2016 file photo, former Mississippi Corrections 
Commissioner Christopher Epps, right, walks to the federal 
courthouse in Jackson, Miss., for sentencing over bribery 
charges. 

Associated Press 


his personal use, accord- The LeBlancs were never 
ing to published accounts, charged in Texas.Q 
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Iranian tanker sought by US heads to unknown destination 


By ARITZ PARRA 
HERNAN MUNOZ 
Associated Press 
GIBRALTAR (AP) — An Ira¬ 
nian supertanker hauling 
$130 million worth of light 
crude oil that the U.S. sus¬ 
pects to be tied to a sanc¬ 
tioned organization has 
lifted its anchor and begun 
moving away from Gibral¬ 
tar, marine traffic monitor¬ 
ing data showed late Sun¬ 
day. 

The trail left by GPS data on 
Marinetraffic.com, a vessel 
tracking service, showed 
the Iran-flagged Adrian 
Darya 1, previously known 
as Grace 1, moving shortly 
before midnight. The tank¬ 
er slowly steered Southeast 
toward a narrow stretch of 
international waters sepa¬ 
rating Morocco and the 
southern tip of the Iberian 
Peninsula. 

The vessel had been de¬ 
tained for a month in the 
British overseas territory for 
allegedly attempting to 
breach European Union 
sanctions on Syria. Gibral¬ 
tar authorities rejected an 
eleventh-hour attempt by 
the United States’ to reseize 
the oil tanker, arguing that 
EU regulations are less strict 


Renamed Adrian Aryra 1 super tanker hosting an Iranian flag 
territory of Gibraltar, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019. 


than U.S. sanctions on Iran. 
The vessel’s next destina¬ 
tion was not immediately 
known. 

An on-duty officer at the 
Port Authority of Gibraltar 
declined to comment on 
the ship’s moves and de¬ 
ferred questions to govern¬ 
ment offices. Messages left 
with the Gibraltar govern¬ 
ment press office were not 


immediately responded to. 
Iran’s ambassador to Brit¬ 
ain, Hamid Baeidinejad, 
had earlier announced on 
Twitter that the ship was 
expected to leave Sunday 
night. 

The tanker’s release comes 
amid a growing confronta¬ 
tion between Iran and the 


sails in the waters in the British 

Associated Press 

West after President Don¬ 
ald Trump pulled Washing¬ 
ton out of Tehran’s nuclear 
deal with world powers 
over a year ago. 

Shortly after the tanker’s 
detention in early July near 
Gibraltar — a British over¬ 
seas territory — Iran seized 
the British-flagged oil tank¬ 


er Stena Impero, which re¬ 
mains held by the Islamic 
Republic. Analysts had said 
the Iranian ship’s release 
by Gibraltar could see the 
Stena Impero go free. 
Gibraltar's government 
said Sunday it was allowing 
the Iranian tanker’s release 
because “The EU sanctions 
regime against Iran - which 
is applicable in Gibraltar - is 
much narrower than that 
applicable in the US.” 

In a last-ditch effort to stop 
the release, the U.S. un¬ 
sealed a warrant Friday 
to seize the vessel and its 
cargo of 2.1 million barrels 
of light crude oil, citing vio¬ 
lations of U.S. sanctions as 
well as money laundering 
and terrorism statutes. 

U.S. officials told report¬ 
ers that the oil aboard the 
ship was worth some $130 
million and that it was des¬ 
tined for a designated ter¬ 
ror organization to conduct 
more terrorism. 

The unsealed court docu¬ 
ments argued that Iran's Is¬ 
lamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps are the ship's true 
owners through a network 
of front companies.Q 


Leaked UK memos warn of food, drug 
shortages in Brexit chaos 


Demonstrators walk a flock of sheep through the streets as part 
of a protest against Brexit, in central London, Thursday, Aug. 15, 


By RAPHEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Secret Brit¬ 
ish government documents 
have warned of serious dis¬ 
ruptions across the country 
in the event that the U.K. 
leaves the European Union 
without a trade deal on 
Oct. 31, according to The 
Sunday Times. 

The newspaper published 
what it said were three 
pages worth of “planning 
assumptions” detailing 
what the British govern¬ 
ment expects in the case 
of a sudden, “no-deal” exit 
from the EU. 

Among the most serious: 
“significant” disruptions to 
the supply of drugs and 
medicine, a decrease in 
the availability of fresh 
food and even potential 
fresh water shortages due 
to possible interruptions of 
imported water treatment 
chemicals. 

Although the grim sce¬ 
narios reportedly outlined 


2019. 

in the government docu¬ 
ments have long been 
floated by academics and 
economists, they’ve been 
repeatedly dismissed as 
scaremongering by propo¬ 
nents of Britain’s departure 
from the EU. 

British Prime Minister Bo¬ 
ris Johnson has said he is 
ready to leave the EU re¬ 
gardless of whether he is 


Associated Press 

able to renegotiate the 
exit Brexit deal struck with 
Brussels by his predecessor, 
Theresa May. 

His own officials, however, 
have warned that with a 
no-deal Brexit, the sharing 
of law enforcement data 
and the health of Britain’s 
crucial financial services in¬ 
dustry could be in jeopardy 
after Oct. 31. □ 
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Migrants jump off rescue boat to try to reach Italian island 


By FRANCES D'EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Several mi¬ 
grants jumped into the sea 
from a Spanish rescue boat 
Sunday in a thwarted bid to 
reach shore in Italy, where 
the government's hard-line 
interior minister, Matteo Sal- 
vini, has refused to let the 
107 passengers disembark. 
"We have been warning 
for days, desperation has 
its limits," said Open Arms 
founder Oscar Camps, who 
released a video showing 
four migrants wearing or¬ 
ange life vests swimming 
toward Lampedusa island. 
Crew members from the 
humanitarian group's ship 
swam quickly toward them 
so they could be brought 
back aboard. 

In the evening, Open Arms 
urgently requested per¬ 
mission to enter Lampe¬ 
dusa's port so the migrants, 
aboard for 17 days, could 
finally get off. It said their 
psychological and physical 
conditions are "at risk." 

"If the worst happens, Eu¬ 
rope and Salvini will be re¬ 
sponsible," the charity said 
in a tweet. 

In its formal request made 
by the boat's captain, 
Marc Reig Creus, Open 
Arms also offered an alter¬ 
native solution: to transfer 
the 107 onto another, "ad¬ 
equate" ship that could 
swiftly reach the Spanish 
port of Algeciras, where 
Spain has said the migrants 
could disembark, given the 
dramatic situation of pas¬ 
sengers and crew. 

Open Arms told Italian 
authorities including pros¬ 
ecutors that the situation 
aboard "has become un¬ 
manageable," adding that 
the migrants are "prey to 
frequent anxiety and panic 
attacks." 

Salvini has denied dock¬ 
ing permission because he 
contends charity rescue 
boats essentially facilitate 
the smuggling of migrants 
from the traffickers' base in 
Libya. Salvini's resolve has 
seen previous similar stand¬ 
offs end with disembarka¬ 
tion either ultimately taking 
place in Italy or elsewhere 
in Europe. 

On Sunday, Spain offered 
one of its ports for the mi¬ 
grants to come ashore, but 
Open Arms said it would 



Migrants stand on the deck of the Open Arms Spanish humanitarian boat off the coast of the 
Sicilian island of Lampedusa, southern Italy, Sunday, Aug.18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


migrants aboard between 
Malta and Lampedusa 
and other tiny Italian island, 
Linosa, awaiting assign¬ 
ment of a safe port. Salvini 
vowed to block that ship, 
too. 


Open Arms carried out its 
first rescue of this group 17 
days earlier, plucking mi¬ 
grants to safety from smug¬ 
glers' unseaworthy dinghies 
off Libya. 

Seeking to break the stand¬ 
off, Spain on Sunday of¬ 
fered a far southern port, 
Algeciras, just west of Gi¬ 
braltar, to Open Arms, even 
while acknowledging that 
the harbor is distant and 
unsuitable to disembark so 
many migrants.Q 


"Whoever hangs tough 
wins," Salvini said. "In Italy 
there's no place for traffick¬ 
ers." 


be absurd to undertake a 
journey, that could take 
perhaps a week, with the 
migrants. For days. Open 
Arms has been anchored 
off Lampedusa, a fishing 
and vacation island be¬ 
tween Sicily and northern 
Africa. The boat initially had 
147 migrants aboard when 
it reached Italian waters. 
In the last few days, 40 mi¬ 
grants have transferred by 
Italian coast guard vessels 
to Lampedusa, including a 
few who were ailing and 27 
believed to be minors. 

After the migrants who had 
jumped from the ship were 
back aboard, several fe¬ 
male migrants wailed or 
pressed their hands to their 
head as if in disbelief. A 
few of the male migrants 
could be seen gesturing 
and shouting angrily, while 
crew members tried to 
calm tempers. 

With Salvini challenging the 
survival of Italy's populist 
government in a push for 
an early election he hopes 
will give him the premier¬ 
ship, the minister is harden¬ 
ing his already-stiff resolve 
to keep humanitarian ships 
from bringing rescued mi¬ 
grants to Italy. His League's 
party blames migrants for 
crime, and its popular¬ 
ity among voters has been 
soaring. 

A Norwegian-flagged ship. 
Ocean Viking, operated 
by two French humanitari¬ 
an groups, has been sailing 
for days with 356 rescued 
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Islamic State claims bombing at Kabul wedding that killed 63 


By RAHIM FAIEZ 
CARA ANNA 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 

The suicide bomber stood 
in the middle of the danc¬ 
ing, clapping crowd as 
hundreds of Afghan chil¬ 
dren and adults celebrat¬ 
ed a wedding in a joyous 
release from Kabul's strain 
of war. Then, in a flash, he 
detonated his explosives- 
filled vest, killing dozens — 
and Afghanistan grieved 
again. The local Islamic 
State affiliate claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the deadli¬ 
est attack in the capital this 
year, with 63 killed and 182 
wounded, while outraged 
Afghans questioned just 
how safe they will be un¬ 
der an approaching deal 
between the United States 
and the Taliban to end 
America's longest war. 
Stunned families buried 
the dead, some digging 
with their bare hands. One 
wounded survivor, Moham¬ 
mad Aslim, still wore his 
bloodied clothes the day 
after the blast late Satur¬ 
day. He and his friends had 
already buried 16 bod¬ 
ies, among them several 
close relatives, including a 
7-year-old boy. 

Aslim looked exhausted, 
and said he was waiting to 
bury more. Nearby, a man 
named Amanullah, who 
lost his 14-year-old son, said 
in anguish that the explo¬ 
sion had mangled the boy's 
face so badly he could no 
longer recognize it. 

"I wish I could find the piec¬ 
es of my son's body and put 
them as one piece into the 
grave," he cried. 

The emergence of the Is¬ 
lamic State affiliate in re¬ 
cent years might be the 
greatest threat to Afghan 
civilians as the U.S. and Tal¬ 



Afghans pray near the coffins of victims of the Dubai City wedding hall bombing during a mass 
funeral in Kabul, Afghanistan, Sunday, Aug.18, 2019. 


iban seek an agreement to 
end nearly 18 years of fight¬ 
ing. While the U.S. wants 
Taliban assurances that Af¬ 
ghanistan will no longer be 
used as a launch pad for 
global terror attacks, there 
appear to be no guaran¬ 
tees of protection for Af¬ 
ghan civilians. 

The Taliban, which the U.S. 
hopes will help curb the IS 
affiliate's rise, condemned 
Saturday's attack as "for¬ 
bidden and unjustifiable." 
The blast took place in a 
western Kabul neighbor¬ 
hood that is home to many 
in the country's minority 
Shiite Hazara community. 
IS, which declared war on 
Afghanistan's Shiites nearly 
two years ago and has 
claimed responsibility for 
many attacks targeting 
them in the past, said in a 
statement that a Pakistani 
IS fighter seeking martyr¬ 
dom targeted a large Shiite 
gathering. 

The wedding, at which 
more than 1,200 people 


had been invited, was in 
fact a mixed crowd of Shi¬ 
ites and Sunnis, said the 
event hall's owner, Hussain 
Ali. 

Ali's workers were still find¬ 
ing body parts, including 
hands, in the shattered 
wedding hall, its floor strewn 
with broken glass, pieces of 
furniture and victims’ shoes. 
"We have informed the po¬ 
lice to come and collect 
them," he said. 

The bomber detonated his 
explosives near the stage 
where musicians were 
playing and "all the youths, 
children and all the peo¬ 
ple who were there were 
killed," said Gul Moham¬ 
mad, another witness. 
Survivors described a pan¬ 
icked scene in the sudden¬ 
ly darkened hall as people 
screamed and scrambled 
to find loved ones. 

"I was with the groom in 
the other room when we 
heard the blast and then I 
couldn't find anyone," said 
Ahmad Omid, who said 


Associated Press 

the groom was his father's 
cousin. "Everyone was lying 
all around the hall." 

The blast at the wedding 
hall, known as Dubai City, 
shattered a period of rela¬ 
tive calm in Kabul. 

On Aug. 7, a Taliban car 
bomber aimed at Afghan 
security forces detonated 
his explosives on the same 
road, a short drive from the 
hall, killing 14 people and 
wounding 145 — most of 
them women, children and 
other civilians. 

Kabul's huge, brightly lit 
wedding halls are centers 
of community life in a city 
weary of decades of war, 
with thousands of dollars 
often spent on a single eve¬ 
ning. 

Messages of shock poured 
in on Sunday. "Such acts 
are beyond condemna¬ 
tion," the European Union 
mission to Afghanistan said. 
"An act of extreme deprav¬ 
ity," U.S. Ambassador John 
Bass said. A deliberate at¬ 
tack on civilians "can only 


be described as a coward¬ 
ly act of terror," U.N. envoy 
to Afghanistan Tadamichi 
Yamamoto said. 

The explosion came just 
ahead of Afghanistan's 
100th Independence Day 
on Monday. The city, long 
familiar with checkpoints 
and razor wire, has been 
under heavier security. A 
planned event in Kabul 
marking the anniversary 
was postponed because of 
the attack, the president's 
office said. 

The attack also comes at 
a greatly uncertain time 
in Afghanistan as the U.S. 
and the Taliban appear to 
be within days of a deal on 
ending the war after sever¬ 
al rounds of talks this year. 
Afghanistan's government 
has been sidelined in those 
talks as the Taliban refuse 
to negotiate with what it 
calls a U.S. puppet. 

The U.S. envoy in the talks, 
Zalmay Khalilzad, said on 
Twitter Sunday that the 
peace process needs to 
be accelerated, including 
holding talks between the 
Taliban and the Afghan 
government and other Af¬ 
ghans. He said that will put 
Afghanistan in a "much 
stronger position" to defeat 
the IS affiliate. President 
Donald Trump was briefed 
on the talks on Friday but 
few details have emerged. 
Top issues in the talks have 
included a U.S. troop with¬ 
drawal and Taliban guar¬ 
antees they would not 
allow Afghanistan to be¬ 
come a launching pad 
for global terror attacks. In 
that, the Islamic State af¬ 
filiate's increasingly threat¬ 
ening presence is the top 
U.S. concern. Other issues 
include a cease-fire and 
intra-Afghan negotiations 
on the country's futureO 
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Hundreds of thousands turn out for peaceful HK protest 


By KELVIN CHAN 
YANAN WANG 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong 
Kong streets were turned 
into rivers of umbrellas 
on Sunday as hundreds 
of thousands of people 
marched through heavy 
rain down a major road in 
the Chinese territory, where 
massive pro-democracy 
demonstrations have be¬ 
come a regular weekend 
activity. Organizers said at 
least 1.7 million participat¬ 
ed, though the police esti¬ 
mate was far lower. 

The assembly was peace¬ 
ful, with no reports of vio¬ 
lence, making for a rare 
calm weekend in a protest 
movement that has been 
marked by violent clashes 
with police. Law enforce¬ 
ment officers kept a low 
profile, with no riot police 
seen from the procession's 
main routes. When strag¬ 
glers convened outside a 
government complex in 
the late evening, other pro¬ 
testers urged them to go 
home. 

Demonstrators who were 
shining laser pointers at 
a government building 
were convinced to leave, 
prompting applause from 
others in the group. 

"We hope to see whether 
the government gives a re¬ 
sponse to this peaceful pro¬ 
test," said Michael Leung, a 
24-year-old who was usher¬ 
ing his fellow demonstrators 
away. "If we get a negative 
response, we cannot con¬ 
trol the next (gathering)." 
Organizer Bonnie Leung of 
the Civil Human Rights Front 
said earlier in the day that 
she hoped there would be 
no "chaotic situations." 

"We hope we can show the 



A demonstrator holds up a sign reading "Back away slowly" to encourage demonstrators to leave, 
near the Chinese Liaison Office in Hong Kong, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019. 

Associated Press 


world that Hong Kong peo¬ 
ple can be totally peace¬ 
ful," she said. 

The Civil Human Rights Front 
had organized three previ¬ 
ous massive marches in 
Hong Kong since June. The 
movement, however, has 
been increasingly marked 
by clashes with police as 
demonstrators vent their 
frustrations over what they 
perceive to be the govern¬ 
ment's blatant refusal to re¬ 
spond to their demands. 
"Peace is the No. 1 prior¬ 
ity today," said Kiki Ma, a 
28-year-old accountant 

who participated in the 
march. "We want to show 
that we aren't like the gov¬ 
ernment." 

While police granted ap¬ 
proval for the rally, they 
didn't approve an ac¬ 
companying march. Dem¬ 
onstrators nevertheless 

fanned out and filled the 
streets, as there was not 
enough space at the des¬ 


ignated assembly area. 
Public transit trains did not 
stop at stations near the 
assembly because of over¬ 
crowding. 

Jimmy Shan of the Civil Hu¬ 
man Rights Front said the 
group estimated that at 
least 1.7 million took part in 
the rally. He said the figure 
did not include those who 
were not able to make it to 
Victoria Park — where the 
march began — due to 
traffic constraints. 

Police, whose crowd figures 
are generally lower than 
the organizers' estimates, 
said the turnout at the as¬ 
signed location and during 
the designated time period 
was 128,000. Many protest¬ 
ers, however, did not follow 
the pre-approved guide¬ 
lines laid out by the authori¬ 
ties. 

In Beijing, You Wenze, a 
spokesman for China's cer¬ 
emonial legislature, con¬ 
demned statements from 


U.S. lawmakers supportive 
of Hong Kong's pro-de¬ 
mocracy movement. 

You called the lawmakers' 
comments "a gross viola¬ 
tion of the spirit of the rule 
of law, a blatant double 
standard and a gross inter¬ 
ference in China's internal 
affairs." 

He said that Hong Kong's 
7.5 million people and the 
Chinese population as a 
whole rejected the actions 
of a "very small group of 
violent protesters" as well as 
"any interference of foreign 
forces." 

You did not mention any 
specific lawmaker, but nu¬ 
merous U.S. senators and 
Congress members, includ¬ 
ing House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, have affirmed the 
U.S. commitment to hu¬ 
man rights and urged Hong 
Kong's government to end 
the standoff. 

Congress also has the pow¬ 
er to pass legislation affect¬ 


ing Hong Kong's relation¬ 
ship with the U.S. in ways 
that could further erode 
the territory's reputation 
for stability and rule of law. 
That includes the recent 
reintroduction of the Hong 
Kong Human Rights and 
Democracy Act in Con¬ 
gress, which would among 
its other provisions require 
the secretary of state to is¬ 
sue an annual certification 
of Hong Kong's autonomy 
to justify special treatment 
afforded to the city. 

More directly. President 
Donald Trump could simply 
issue an executive order 
suspending Hong Kong's 
special trading status with 
the U.S., a move that could 
have a devastating effect 
on the local economy at 
a time when Beijing and 
Washington are engaged 
in a bitter trade war. 

A former British colony, 
Hong Kong was returned 
to Beijing in 1997 under the 
framework of "one country, 
two systems," which prom¬ 
ised residents certain dem¬ 
ocratic rights not afforded 
to people in mainland Chi¬ 
na. But some Hong Kongers 
have accused the Com¬ 
munist Party-ruled central 
government of eroding 
their freedoms in recent 
years. 

The protest movement's 
demands include the resig¬ 
nation of Hong Kong lead¬ 
er Carrie Lam, democratic 
elections and an indepen¬ 
dent investigation into po¬ 
lice use of force. 

Harley Ho, a 20-year-old 
social work student who at¬ 
tended Sunday's rally, said 
protesters were undeterred 
by the rain and would not 
rest until their demands 
were met. □ 
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Caribbean Lobster 
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SURF & TURF 
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& MORE 
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Mexico City assesses monument damage after anti-rape march 



A masked protester spray paints a bus station during a women's protest march sparked by string 
of alleged sexual attacks by police officers, in Mexico City, Friday, Aug. 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By AMY GUTHRIE 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Work¬ 
ers erected a wooden wall 
around Mexico City’s icon¬ 
ic Angel of Independence 
monument Saturday after 
feminists defaced it with 
graffiti during a raucous 
protest over a string of al¬ 
leged rapes by police. 

The disorder Friday night 
erupted as part of protests 
that arose this week over 
a perception that city offi¬ 
cials were not adequately 
investigating the rape ac¬ 
cusations. Both victims were 
teenagers. The demonstra¬ 
tions have become known 
as the “glitter protests” after 
marchers doused the city’s 
police chief in pink glitter. 
Hundreds of city workers 
spent the wee hours of the 
morning pressure-cleaning 
and painting over graffiti. 
The deputy director of artis¬ 
tic patrimony at the Nation¬ 
al Fine Arts Institute, Dolores 
Martinez, said at the base 
of the statue that officials 
were assessing the dam¬ 
age to the Angel and other 
points in the capital that 
protesters attacked. 

At the same time, Martinez 
added, the fine arts insti¬ 


tute “respects freedom of 
speech and offers support 
for actions to eradicate all 
forms of violence against 
women.” Protesters wrote 
phrases like “They don’t 
take care of us” and “rape 
state" in lime green, pur¬ 
ple and black spray paint 
across the base of the 
Angel monument, which 
commemorates Mexico's 


independence from Spain 
and is often the site of cel¬ 
ebrations by city residents. 
The monument was slated 
for repairs at some point 
due to damages from the 
September 2017 earth¬ 
quake; Martinez said that 
those restoration plans will 
be fast-tracked after the 
vandalism and to show 
“solidarity" with rape vic¬ 


tims and feminists. 

Mexico City Mayor Claudia 
Sheinbaum, the first woman 
elected to head the city’s 
government, said via Twit¬ 
ter that the attorney gener¬ 
al’s office of the metropolis 
will investigate and bring 
charges against those who 
attacked journalists, by¬ 
standers and public build¬ 
ings. The Associated Press 


witnessed some female 
protesters assail men during 
the Friday demonstration. 

In a Friday statement, 
Sheinbaum accused the 
protesters of trying to pro¬ 
voke authorities into using 
force, saying “that's what 
they're looking for” and 
that “violence is not fought 
with violence.” 

Protesters have called for 
Sheinbaum’s resignation, 
saying she cares more 
about public property than 
women’s safety. They have 
also criticized her choice 
of language, noting that 
words like “provocation" 
are sometimes deployed to 
blame rape victims for their 
own assaults. 

Violence against women is 
a serious problem in Mex¬ 
ico. Human Rights Watch 
says Mexican laws “do not 
adequately protect wom¬ 
en and girls against domes¬ 
tic and sexual violence." It 
said in a 2019 report that 
provisions in Mexican law, 
including those that make 
the severity of punishments 
for sexual offenses contin¬ 
gent upon the supposed 
chastity of the victim, “con¬ 
tradict international stan¬ 
dards.” □ 


Argentina’s treasury minister resigns, senior official says 


By HERNAN ALVAREZ 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Argentina’s treasury 
minister, Nicolas Dujovne, 
resigned Saturday and will 
be replaced by the econo¬ 
my minister of the country's 
most populous state, a se¬ 
nior official in the presiden¬ 
tial office said. 

The resignation came three 
days after President Nicolas 
Macri announced his con¬ 
servative administration is 
temporarily increasing the 
minimum wage, reducing 
payroll taxes and imple¬ 
menting other steps to help 
Argentine workers as the 


country struggles to over¬ 
come sizzling inflation, high 
unemployment and other 
economic problems. 

Macri acted after a left¬ 
ist presidential slate that 
includes his predecessor, 
Cristina Fernandez, turned 
in a powerful showing last 
Sunday in primary voting 
for candidates going into 
October general elections. 
Macri’s slate did poorly, 
and the already weak Ar¬ 
gentine peso slumped and 
stock prices fell sharply as 
investors reacted in worry 
about the vote results. 

In his resignation letter, Du¬ 
jovne reportedly says the 


government needs to make 
“a significant overhaul in 
the economic area.” He 
says the administration 
made strides in reducing 
the government’s deficit 
and reducing taxes, but 
adds that “we undoubt¬ 
edly made mistakes." 

The presidency official, 
who agreed to confirm 
the resignation only if not 
quoted by name, said Du¬ 
jovne would be replaced 
by Hernan Lacunza, the 
economy minister for Bue¬ 
nos Aires province. Lacun¬ 
za previously was general 
manager of the Central 
Bank.Q 



In this April 17, 2019 file photo, Argentina's Treasury Minister 
Nicolas Dujovne speaks during a press conference at Quinta de 
Olivos, in greater Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

Associated Press 
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Expedia Group: Updates from the Caribbean 

San Angel Alvaro Obregon, Mexico — Expedia Group is the world’s trav- grew 28%. During the same period, the top five international markets to 
el platform, with an extensive brand portfolio that includes some of the the Caribbean were: United States, Canada, United Kingdom, Brazil and 


world’s most trusted online travel brands. Here we show the Top Growth 
in Demand Markets in the Caribbean from April 1st to June 30th (Ba¬ 
hamas, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Puerto Rico and Aruba). 
The standalone demand to the top Caribbean markets during Q2 2019 


BAHAMAS 


CUBA 


France. Mobile demand to the top Caribbean markets grew almost 40% 
YoY in Q2 2019. 

Here is the data breakdown for standalone demand per market: 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 



Growth in demand YoY 

39% 

rW 1 

Average Booking Window 

40 days 

'y*V* 

Average Length of Stay 

3 days 


Top international markets 

to the destination: 

No. 1 = 44% i 


Room star breakdown: 

28% *** 

60% * * * * 


i 

Growth in demand YoY 

46% 

Average Booking Window 

41 days 

Average Length of Stay 

3 days 

Top international markets 

to the destination: 

No. 15 43% A 

HU" 


Room star breakdown: 

43% *** 

33% * * * * 



Growth in demand YoY 

19% 


Average Booking Window 

29 days 


Average Booking Window 

3 days 

liiimiiinf 


Top international markets 

to the destination: 

No. la Mi 

* Mil 


Room star breakdown: 

37% *** 



51% * h * * 


JAMAICA 


PUERTO RICO 


ARUBA 



Growth in demand YoY 

28% 


Average Booking Window 

34 days 


Average Booking Window 

3 days 

mi 

Top international markets 

to the destination: 

No. 1 m 33% A 

Mil 


Room star breakdown: 

50% tit 

37% * * * * 



Growth in demand YoY 

30% 


Average Booking Window 

29 days 

a 

Average Booking Window 

2 days 


Top international markets 

to the destination: 

No. 1 ^ 31% A 


Room star breakdown: 

59% * * * 

23% * * * * 



Health Supplies 
rt Institute ^ 



Growth in demand YoY 

28% 


Average Booking'Window 

58 days 

* 

Average Booking Window 

4 days 

1 

Top internalonal markets 

to the destination: 

No. Is 39% A 

Mil 


Room star breakdown: 

35% # * * 

63% * * * * 






Continued on Page 14 



o 


w 

o 

c_ 

s 

£U 


a 

s 

rr 

I 

iO 


cn 

I 


ID 

u 


All Drive Car Rental NV 
Sctiollandstraai # 77-A 

1 © 

3 W: 

i 

Aruba Supplies 
& Distribution 

1*1 © 

*WE ARE HERE 

KFC Boulevard Aruba 
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Expedia Group: Updates from the Caribbean 

Continued from Page 13 

The package demand to the top Caribbean markets during Q2 2019 grew a little over 
9%. The top five international markets that booked a package to the Caribbean des¬ 
tinations during this same period were United States, Canada, Brazil, Chile and Spain, 
and almost 63% of them stayed at 4-star hotel. □ 

Here is the data breakdown for package demand per market: 




BAHAMAS 



Growth in demand YoY 

1% 


Average Booking Window 

S3 days 


Average Length of Stay 

5 days 

*w> 

% 

AAiA V 

Top international markets 

to the destination 

with their booking windows: 

Mo. 1 1*1 2:4% A 


Room star breakdown: 

19% * * + 

75% * # + + 



Malmok ■ Aruba 


LUXURY VILLAS 


CONDOS 

SALES 


CONTACT US BY EMAIL: INFOfjDGOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 

CALL +29 7-586 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1-866-978-5770 
WWW.GOLDCOASTARU8A COM 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 



Growth in demand YoY 

7% 


Average Booking Window 

66 days 

A 

hoiiiuuuri 

Average Length of Stay 

5 day s 

Top international markets 

to the destination 

with their booking windows: 

no.' = 9% A 

1*1 eg i. 


Room star breakdown: 

21% * * * 

65% * * * * 


JAMAICA 



Growth in demand YoY 

2% 

Average Booking Window 

70 days 

Average Length of Stay 

5 days 

m 

Top international markets 

to the destination 

with their booking windows: 

no. i HP s% a 

Room star breakdown - 

38% * + + 

47% * * * * 


PUERTO RICO 


.#4 

Growth in demand YoY 

58% 

Average Booking Window 

44 days 

Average Length of Stay 

4 days 

Top international markets 

to the destination 

with their booking windows: 

No 1 H! 58% A 


Room star breakdown: 

37% * * * 

46% * * * * 


ARUBA 



Growth in demand YoY 

11% 


Average Booking Window 

65 days 

tfj 

Average Length of Stay 

5 days 

T 

Top international markets 

Mo. 18 = 12% i 


to the destination 

1*1 m S3 


with their booking windows: 



Room star breakdown: 

26% # * * 



62% * * + + 
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JULY 1 TO AUGUST 31 


Open daily tOnm fe 4am ! J£ Irausquin BJvd #47 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Win your share of $20,000 in points! 

20 WINNERS EACH DAY 
You con win up to $100 in Points! 

E Swipe and play free once daily. Earn 100 Slot Points or 
8 Table Credits and play again - up to 5X each day 

Spc Pivytt r Club for full fiitai. Pvinh Corf be Com^vfr?cf to Frra $fai Phry, 


Play in our FREE 
slot tournament and 
win a share of $777 
in Free Slot Play! 

Progressive starls at $250 and 
increases $25 each week until won 


Offering c wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


SLOT TOURNAMENT 

BONUS PROGRESSIVE 


Ecgr/’-Jlmn sim Is dl A pm Sr?-: Out Far rioic- i 


Paseo Herencia’s program “The gift of 
Education” celebrates five consecutive years 



ORANJESTAD — Paseo Herencla is known 
for focusing on the culture of Aruba and 
supporting our local athletes and artists. 
In addition to this Paseo Herencia also 
contributes to our community and for five 
years already they have been active with 
the project “The gift of education”. This 
year they partner up with their tenants Ca¬ 
ribbean Cinemas VIP Paseo Herencia, The 
Athlete’s Foot, Totto and Arubiana Tours & 
Activities. 

This project started five years ago with ten 
children with the goal to help pay school 
fees for these kids and by contributing in 


their education. This way they will have the 
opportunity to succeed in achieving their 
goal to advance in education despite of 
their financial situation. 

Paseo Herencia believes solidly in a good 
education and will stay firm behind this. 
Once you have your education no one 
can take this away from you and your 
dreams can be reached. One of the re¬ 
quirements of this program is that while 
these kids keep successfully passing their 
classes they will continue receiving finan¬ 
cial support from Paseo Herencia and can 
continue with their study in Aruba. 

Last Wednesday the children were invited 



at Caribbean Cinemas VIP Paseo Herencia to hand over 
all the back to school supplies. Paseo Herencia wishes all 
students and teachers a successful start of a new school 
year.Q 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TlMESHSARE RESORT 

Play a Linda Salas Office: Mon-Fri (Bam-4pm] 
sal pSayalmda.com or call (+29?}-SBB-lOQO 
Toll free number: l-BBB-2Bl^l&44 


Embrace your curves 


ORANJESTAD — Aruba Curvy Week¬ 
end 2019 is a one-day event that brings 
brands, stores, designers, fashionistas, 
bloggers, make-up artists and models 
into one space, to chat curvy, model 
curvy and empower curves. We will em¬ 
brace our curves, do a little modeling, and 
tackle topics like confidence, fashion and 
style, health, fitness, dating, body positive 
and everything in between! 

With the Aruba Curvy Weekend event, 
the organization seeks to raise awareness 
about the curvy industry. Its mission is to 
enhance the representation of the curvy 


community by offering inspiration and 
advice to men and women who want to 
achieve their best style. To embrace ALL 
bodies beacause ALL bodies are beauti¬ 
ful. This event wants to facilitate exclusiv¬ 
ity and inspire others to celebrate their 
healthy bodies, no matter their size or 
shape. The goal is to break the stigma of 
thinking that when we speak of curves, it 
means that we are plus size, which in real¬ 
ity is not true. Aruba Curvy Weekend will 
be held on August 24, 2019 at the Renais¬ 
sance Convention Center. 

Send an email to info@arubacurvyweek- 
end.com for more about the speakers. 



'nos pride 


Monday at 8:00pm 


Friday at 8:00pm 


♦ DAILY 
HAPPENINGS 


Cultural Night 


Caribbean Night 


Tuesday at 8:00 pm 


There is always something happening for 
the entire family at Paseo Herencia. 
Enjoy our free weekly events. 


Violin Night 


Aruba Has Ta ent 


Sunday at 8:00pm 


Wednesday at 8:OOpm 




Aruba Has Talent & 


Noche Latina 


Every night at 

730pm 830pm 930pm 


Thursday at 8:00pm 


Liquid Firework Show 


Paseo Herencia Shopping Center 
JT + Irausquin Blvd 382-A * Palm Beach, Aruba 


13® YoufjB 

#paseoherencia 


Circus Night 


STORES OPENING HOURS 
Monday thru Saturday Warn to Wpm 
Sundays 5pm to Wpm 

Parking available in Paseo Parking Garage at 
AfL 1,75/$ 1,00 per hour 



designers, fashion shows, event schedules, ticket prices 
and much more or check out Facebook Aruba Curvy 
Weekend. □ 
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Hotel 


Hustle 


Column by: Shanella Pantophlet 

Accommodations 


Recently there was a post floating around online that posed the ques¬ 
tion: “Why are people allowed to take random smoke breaks?” and 
they likened it to allowing someone to take a break during work time 
to drink wine. The person who posted it got a lot of support from those 
who work in retail and hospitality stating they aren’t even allowed to 
drink water at the register, but if they were smokers they’d be allowed 
to have a smoke break. Eventually someone else pointed out that 
many companies often accommodate people who smoke more so 
than those with disabilities or medical conditions. 

It was that last comment that got me thinking and realizing Aruba and 
the hotel industry is much the same way. We are thankfully far past the 
days where people used to be able to smoke in their offices, but from 
a productivity standpoint having someone, just up and leave their sta¬ 
tion for a smoke at any given moment isn’t exactly great either. Not 
only does the smoker have to go off to whatever far flung corner that 
has been designated the employee smoking area, once they're done 
they then have to freshen up before coming back inside. All of that on 
company time. 

Meanwhile, we try to avoid as best we can to have staff that may 
have some sort of disability or medical condition, because there are 
costs involved in making accommodations for these employees. Be it 
adapting the reception desks so that wheelchair bound employees 
can attend to guests or making sure that all signage has brail transla¬ 
tions, even the simple thing of creating pathways for those who have 
mobility issues. Aruba is a serial offender at this and hotels especially 
and most of it can be blamed on a lack of having sufficient standards 
when it comes to those with disabilities, but hotels and other businesses 
can choose to follow ADA compliance guidelines. 

As hotels we should all be setting the trends, especially timeshares since 
our members/guests tend to be on the older side. Having a wheelchair 
bound employee, who can access all areas of the resort with ease, lets 
the resort know that our guests with those same issues will be free to 
navigate with minimal assistance. Employees with medical conditions 
such as diabetes would be great to provide insight and information into 
what a guest may be experiencing in case of an emergency. Those 
who have a visual or auditory impairment would be able to provide 
safety suggestions. Usable bodied people can hear or see an alarm, 
but that may not be the case for some of our guests. 



The best recommendations we have had for the improvement of our 
resort has come from staff members who aren’t able bodied. Following 
up with those suggestions leads to a reduction in complaints and also 
a return guest who is comfortable knowing the hotel is safe for them 
to stay in. The initial cost to accommodate may be high, but there will 
certainly be more return on investment.,Q 



Aruban born and bred Shanella Pantophlet is passionate about tour¬ 
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might as well call 
her a specialist. Luckily for Aruba Today Shanella also loves to write. 
And together with the fact that the majority of our readers are tourists, 
we found ourselves a perfect combination for a column: Hotel Hustle. 
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In this Nov. 6, 2004 file photo 
Texas running back Cedric 
Benson is shown in the bench 
area during the fourth quarter 
of his team’s 56-35 victory 
over Oklahoma State in 
Austin, Texas. 

Associated Press 


Former 

longhorns, 

NFIRB 

Benson 

dies in 

motorcycle 

accident 


By JIM VERTUNO 
AP Sports Writer 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — For¬ 
mer NFL running back Ced¬ 
ric Benson, one of the most 
prolific rushers in NCAA 
and University of Texas his¬ 
tory, has died in a motor¬ 
cycle accident in Texas. 
He was 36. 

Benson’s attorney, Sam 
Bassett, said Austin law en¬ 
forcement told him that 
Benson was killed in the 
wreck Saturday night. He 
had no details about the 
accident. 

Benson was a key player in 
the Longhorns' resurgence 
under coach Mack Brown, 
who said Sunday that Ben¬ 
son's death has left him 
grief-stricken. 

“He was as good as you’ll 
ever see as a football play¬ 
er and as tough as they 
come,” said Brown, who 
recently returned to coach 
North Carolina following a 
long run at Texas. 

Continued on Page 22 
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Justin Thomas watches, his tee shot on the fifth hole during 
the ^nalBouSgKmffiaBwlW Championshiragol tournament 


at Medinah Country Club, 
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Mea i ha hi 


Associated Press 
Paae 20 














SPORTS !* 19 


MONDAY 19 AUGUST 2019 


Madison Keys, Daniil Medvedev get 1st titles in Cincy 


By JOE KAY 

AP Sports Writer 

MASON, Ohio (AP) — Two 

unexpected champions 
embraced their first Rook- 
wood championship tro¬ 
phies, concluding a week 
that brought more ques¬ 
tions than clarity to the up¬ 
coming U.S. Open. 

Who's going to be healthy 
on the women's side? 
Will stumbles in the men's 
bracket at the Western & 
Southern Open carry over 
to New York? 

And are Madison Keys and 
Daniil Medvedev capable 
of carrying their newfound 
momentum into a Grand 
Slam event? After win¬ 
ning the biggest tourna¬ 
ment title of their careers, 
they were already getting 
asked about how it might 
transfer to the bigger 
stage. 

Keys rallied late in both 
sets and beat Svetlana 
Kuznetsova 7-5, 7-6 (5) Sun¬ 
day for her second title of 
the season and easily the 
biggest of her career. After 
flameouts in her last three 
tournaments and a tough 
draw for the week, she 
couldn't imagine the out¬ 
come. 

Back on the court to re¬ 
ceive the trophy , she told 
the crowd: "If you told me 
this is where I would be a 
week ago, I would have 
laughed in your face!" 

Yet there she was, back in 
the Top 10 on a surprising 
upswing heading to New 
York. 

She'll move up to the No. 
10 ranking after a gritty 
showing that was typical 
of her week. She broke 
Kuznetsova to pull even in 
both sets at 5-5 and then 
pulled them out with a 
steady serve. 

"It's definitely a great build¬ 
ing block," Keys said. "I 
want to do well in New 
York and have a good end 
to the season." 

At 34, Kuznetsova was the 
oldest finalist in the West¬ 
ern & Southern Open’s his¬ 
tory. She beat three top-10 
players in a tournament — 
Sloane Stephens, Karolina 
Pliskova and Ashleigh Barty 
— for the first time in her 19- 
year career. 

The 153rd-ranked player 
got a late start on the 
season as she completed 



Madison Keys, of the United States, holds the Rookwood Cup after 
defeating Svetlana Kuznetsova, of Russia, in the women's final 
match during the Western & Southern Open tennis tournament 
Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019, in Mason, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


a seven-month recovery 
from a knee injury. In her 
ninth tournament of the 
season, she got her game 
together and got her best 
result in two years. 
"Honestly, I didn't expect to 
be so good at this tourna¬ 
ment," she said. 

After what happened in 
Cincinnati during the week, 
nobody knows what to ex¬ 
pect in the women's brack¬ 
et in New York. 

Serena Williams dropped 
out of Cincinnati because 
of back spasms that also 
forced her to withdraw 
from the final in Toronto. 
Naomi Osaka, the defend¬ 
ing U.S. Open champion, 
withdrew from her semifi¬ 
nal match on Friday with 
discomfort in her left knee 
that left her worried about 
her condition heading to 


New York. 

There's some intrigue on the 
men's side, too. 

The bracket in Cincinnati 
was billed as a reunion 
of the Big Four — Novak 


Djokovic, Roger Federer, 
Rafael Nadal and Andy 
Murray back together for 
the first time since January. 
None of them made it to 
the final. 


Nadal won the Rogers Cup 
last Sunday and withdrew 
from the Western & South¬ 
ern, citing fatigue. Murray 
played singles for the first 
time since hip surgery in 
January and lost his open¬ 
ing match. Seven-time 
champion Federer was 
knocked out in the quarter¬ 
finals, and Djokovic lost to 
Medvedev in the semifinals 
with the crowd cheering 
him on. 

The Russian thanked the 
crowd for its support after 
beat David Goffin 7-6 (3), 
6-4 for his first Masters 1000 
title Sunday. It was his third 
straight final, but the first 
time he'd won. Medvedev 
lost to Nadal on Montreal a 
week earlier, then went on 
to reach his sixth final of this 
season, most on the ATP 
tour. He's won twice. □ 
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a lead,” Thomas said. “You 
don’t know how often 
things like this will happen, 
and it feels great.” 

The victory, the first for 
Thomas since the World 
Golf Championship at Fire¬ 
stone last year, gives him a 
two-shot lead starting the 
Tour Championship next 
week as the top 30 players 
in the FedEx Cup chase the 
$15 million prize. 

The field will have a stag¬ 
gered start based on their 
position in the FedEx Cup, 
meaning Thomas starts at 
10-under par. 

The top 30 who advanced 
includes Lucas Glover, who 
went bogey-double bogey 
late in his round until finish¬ 
ing with a par to wrap up 
his first trip to East Lake in 10 
years. 

It will not include Masters 
champion Tiger Woods, 
the defending champion. 
Woods was a long shot go¬ 
ing into the final round to 
crack the top 30, and he 
closed with a 72. East Lake 
was his first victory in five 
years, capping his return 
from four back surgeries, a 
special moment replaced 
some six months later by his 
Masters victory. 

“It’s disappointing,” Woods 
said. “Last year culminated 
in a pretty special moment 
for me and would have 
been nice to go back 
there.” 

Hideki Matsuyama took the 
36-hole lead with a 63 until 
falling back with a 73. He 
responded with another 63 
to finish alone in third, mak¬ 
ing him one of three play¬ 
ers who moved into the top 
30 to reach East Lake. The 
other was Jason Kokrak, 
but only after J.T. Poston 
made bogey on his final 
hole. 

The U.S. team for the Presi¬ 
dents Cup didn’t change, 
with Bryson DeChambeau 
holding down the final spot. 
Tony Finau would have 
needed to finish alone in 
third. He closed with a 69 
to finish fourth, unable to 
keep up with Matsuyama. 
Nothing changed for the 
International team either, 
as Jason Day failed to earn 
one of the eight automatic 
spots. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
MEDINAH, III. (AP) — Justin 
Thomas had more stress 
than he wanted and an¬ 
swered with the shots he 
needed Sunday at Me- 
dinah to win the BMW 
Championship and claim 
the No. 1 seed going into 
the FedEx Cup finale. 
Thomas watched a six-shot 
lead shrink to two in a span 
of three holes around the 
turn until he regained con¬ 
trol with two great wedg¬ 
es, and two pivotal putts. 
One last birdie gave him 
a 4-under 68 and a three- 
shot victory over Patrick 
Cantlay, who gave him a 
battle to the end with a 65. 
“I was really nervous to¬ 
day. It’s hard to play with 


Justin Thomas holds the BMW trophy after he won the final round 
at the BMW Championship golf tournament at Medinah Country 
Club, Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019, in Medinah, III. 

Associated Press 


Thomas holds on to win 
BMW Championship 



Both captains, Woods and 
Ernie Els, will have four picks 
on Nov. 5. With so much 
at stake, the one certainty 
going into the final round 
would have seemed fo be 
the winner. Thomas had a 
six-shot lead, and only sev¬ 
en players dating to 1928 
had ever lost a lead that 
big on the PGA Tour. 
Thomas didn’t hit a fairway 
until the fifth hole. He still 
had a six-shot lead when 
his chip from across the 
green on the par-5 seventh 
nearly went for eagle. 

And then it turned quickly. 
Cantlay made an 8-foot 
birdie on No. 7, followed 
with a 12-foot birdie on No. 
8 and a 6-foot birdie on No. 
9. Thomas then helped out 
by hitting his second to the 
par-5 10th under a tree, 
hitting left-handed to get 
it out and making bogey. 
Cantlay made his fourth 
straight birdie, and the 
lead was down to two with 
eight holes remaining. 
That’s when Thomas came 
to life with a wedge to 2 
feet for birdie. He followed 
with two key putts, and the 
most important might have 
been for par. He drove 
into the right rough and 
had to play some 65 yards 
short of the green, hitting 
wedge up to about 12 
feet. Cantlay had a 15-foot 
birdie putt, and a two-shot 
swing would have cut the 
lead to one. 

Cantlay missed. Thomas 
made his par putt, stepping 
forward wifh a fist pump. 
On the par-3 13th, Cantlay 
rolled in a 15-foot birdie 
putt, only for Thomas to 
match him with a birdie 
from 12 feet to stay three 
ahead. Cantlay drove the 
green on the short par-4 
15th, but missed his 15- 
foot eagle putt as Thomas 
got up-and-down from 45 
yards for birdie. 

Thomas finished at 25-un- 
der 263 — seven shots low¬ 
er than what Woods shot at 
Medinah when he won the 
2006 PGA Championship 
— and earned $1,665,000. 
Even more money is at 
stake next week, though 
this was a burden lifted. 
All he cared about was 
winning. □ 
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Alonso breaks NL rookie HR record, Mets crown Royals 11-5 


By KOLLIN MILLER 
Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Pete Alonso wasn’t even 
sure he was going to make 
the New York Mets’ open¬ 
ing day roster, so even he 
never could have imag¬ 
ined the incredible season 
he’s having. 

The burly first baseman hit 
his 40th home run to break 
the National League rookie 
record, capping a late out¬ 
burst by the New York Mets 
in their 11 -5 victory over the 
Kansas City Royals on Sun¬ 
day. 

“This season’s been un¬ 
believable,” Alonso said. 
“It’s been a dream come 
true so far and I just want 
to keep building off of it 
and keep trying to help this 
team win.” 

Michael Conforto hit a long 
homer in the first inning and 
drove in four runs. Amed 
Rosario put the Mets ahead 
6-4 with a two-run single in 
the seventh, and Alonso 
went deep in the ninth. 
Alonso quickly fell be¬ 
hind 0-2 in the count, but 
when Royals pitcher Jacob 
Barnes threw a high fast¬ 
ball, he didn’t miss. 

“I was just trying to hit the 
ball hard like I have been," 
Alonso said. “Take good, 
quality swings at good 
pitches and, thankfully, 
he gave me a fastball up 
in the zone, which I like to 
swing at.” 

The result was a no-doubt 
shot over the bullpen in 
left field that snapped a tie 
with Cody Bellinger, who 
hit 39 home runs for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in 2017 on 
the way to winning Rookie 
of the Year honors. 

“It was a pretty grand one," 
New York manager Mickey 
Callaway said. “It went a 
long way, it seemed like.” 
Next up for the 24-year-old 
Alonso is the Mets season 
record of 41 home runs set 
by Todd Hundley in 1996 



New York Mets' Pete Alonso hits a solo home run off Kansas City Royals relief pitcher Jacob Barnes during the ninth inning of a base¬ 
ball game at Kauffman Stadium in Kansas City, Mo., Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019. 


and equaled by Carlos Bel¬ 
tran a decade later. 

“That’s even more mind- 
boggling," Alonso said. 
“I'm just really grateful. 
Grateful and thankful and 
happy that I've had this 
opportunity.” 

New York, in the middle of 
a crowded NL wild-card 
race thanks to its second- 
half surge, completed a 
3-3 road trip and improved 
to 24-10 since the All-Star 
break. 

Alonso also had an RBI dou¬ 
ble and scored three times 
during his second consecu¬ 
tive three-hit game. Rosario 
had three hits and three 
RBIs in the leadoff spot, and 
Joe Panik added three hits 
as the top four batters in 
the Mets’ lineup combined 
to go 11 for 18 with nine RBIs 
and seven runs. 


“When we’re locked in and 
try to put good at-bats to¬ 
gether and hit the ball hard 
and not try to do too much, 
I mean, we can be really 
dangerous,” Alonso said. 
“Today we showed that.” 
New York battered Royals 
reliever Kevin McCarthy (2- 
2), who was charged with 
four runs in one-third of an 
inning. 

Jeurys Familia (4-1) allowed 
one run in two innings. 
“Familia did a great job. 
Six big outs for us,” Calla¬ 
way said. “Some in a tight 
game and then went back 
out. Tough spot to go back 
out — he probably sat for 
20 minutes.” 

Conforto put the Mets 
up 3-0 in the first, sending 
the first pitch he saw from 
starter Glenn Sparkman 
452 feet to right field for his 


25th home run. Sparkman 
settled down after that to 
throw six solid innings. He set 
down 14 of his next 15 bat¬ 
ters and pitched around a 
couple of one-out singles in 
the sixth. 

“Once I got my groove, I 
felt really good,” Sparkman 
said. “I really wanted to go 
as far as I possibly could in 
this game.” 

Mets starter Zack Wheeler 
didn’t allow a hit through 
the first three innings, but 
things snowballed over the 
next two. He gave up four 
runs — three earned — on 
five hits in five innings and 
committed a costly throw¬ 
ing error in the fifth. 

“A couple of bloopers 
dropped in and then I 
messed the play up at first 
that I should have made 
and it kind of took off from 


Associated Press 

there and I couldn’t stop 
it,” Wheeler said. 

STATS AND STREAKS 

Mets catcher Tomas Nido 
snapped an 0-for-24 skid 
with a double in the sev¬ 
enth. ... Ramos singled in 
the seventh to extend his 
hitting streak to 13 games, 
tied for the longest active 
run in the majors with Cin¬ 
cinnati’s Jose Iglesias. ... 
Rosario moved from short¬ 
stop to left field in the sev¬ 
enth, his first major league 
appearance in the out¬ 
field. ... Cheslor Cuthbert 
went 0 for 4 for the Royals, 
matching Chad Kreuter's 
team record with his sev¬ 
enth straight 0-for-4 game. 
Cuthbert is hitless in 30 at- 
bats since Aug. 8.... Kansas 
City is 1-10 in series rubber 
games this season and 1-24 
dating to May 30, 2018.Q 
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Will Power drives through Turn 1 during an IndyCar Series auto race at Pocono Raceway, Sunday, 
Aug. 18, 2019, in Long Pond, Pa. 
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Power wins shortened Pocono 
race marred by wreck, weather 


By DAN GELSTON 

AP Sports Writer 

LONG POND, Pa. (AP) — 

Will Power won the short¬ 
ened race Sunday at Po¬ 
cono Raceway, the 13th 
straight season he’s won 
an IndyCar race. The race 
was called with 72 laps left 
because of lightning and 
severe weather in the area. 
Lightning strikes at Pocono 
after a rain-shortened NAS¬ 
CAR race killed one fan in 
2012. 

Power was in the right posi¬ 
tion to a win a race marred 
by yet another horrific 
wreck that collected five 
drivers on the first lap and 
sent Chip Ganassi Racing 
driver Felix Rosenqvist to 
the hospital. 

IndyCar at Pocono has 
turned into perhaps the 
scariest race day in motor 
sports, 500 miles of danger 
for drivers on the 2 1 /2-mile 
track and white knuckles 
and clasped hands for any¬ 
one watching the event. 
Justin Wilson died in 2015 
from a head injury after be¬ 
ing struck by debris from an¬ 
other car. Robert Wickens 
was paralyzed in an early- 
lap accident last year. His 
car shot into a fence, leav¬ 
ing the promising IndyCar 
driver paralyzed from the 
waist down. 

The green flag had barely 
been dropped when 2017 
Indianapolis 500 winner 
Takuma Sato used an ag¬ 
gressive — arguably foolish 


— move to trigger a wreck 
that sent Rosenqvist to the 
hospital. 

Sato tried to shoot a gap 
on the first lap, cut off 
Rossi and connected with 
Hunter-Reay in crash that 
left cars and debris strewn 
across the track. Sato's car 
landed upside down on 
Hunter-Reay’s Honda. 

“I can't even begin to un¬ 
derstand how after last 
year Takuma thinks that’s 
acceptable,” Rossi said. 
“It’s disgraceful.” 

Rosenqvist hit the fence 
nose first and his car 
slammed back on the 
track. Rosenqvist did not 
suffer life-threatening inju¬ 
ries and was cleared. 
Wickens, who remains reso¬ 
lute in his mission to race 
again, said on Twitter that 
IndyCar should no longer 
race at the track. IndyCar 
and Pocono do not have a 
deal for a 2020 race. 

“It’s just a toxic relation¬ 
ship and maybe it's time 
to consider a divorce,” he 
wrote. “I'm very relieved 
(to my knowledge) that 
everyone is okay from that 
scary crash." 

Hinchcliffe and Rossi also 
had their runs cut short and 
served 10-lap penalties be¬ 
cause of car repairs under 
the red flag. The race was 
stopped for 45 minutes and 
two minor mesh patches 
were needed to repair the 
fence. 

Sage Karam, who races 


sporadically in IndyCar, 
agreed it was time for the 
series to move on from Po¬ 
cono. Karam spun into the 
wall in the 2015 Pocono 
race and debris from his 
car struck Wilson. 

“I think the answer is clear 
that we should not be 
here. In my opinion that 
question was answered 
awhile ago,” Karam wrote. 
“I think it's a great track it's 
just not meant for indycars. 
We need to be smart and 
move on and go to tracks 
that fit these cars. I love 
oval racing and want it in 
Indycar I just simply don’t 
love Indycar at pocono." 
Rossi, who won Pocono 
last year, saw his IndyCar 
championship hopes take 
a serious blow. He entered 
just 16 points behind leader 
Josef Newgarden and fells 
to 35 points back. 

Power raced to his 36th 
career victory. The Team 
Penske driver won the 2014 
series championship. 

Black clouds formed over 
the track just past the half¬ 
way point and the race 
was shortly red flagged be¬ 
cause of lightning. Not long 
after Power had his win, it 
started pouring at the track 
and he was ushered to the 
media center for a make¬ 
shift podium celebration. 
Scott Dixon was second 
and Simon Pagenaud was 
third. Newgarden, the 2017 
series champion, finished 
fifth.□ 




In this Nov. 27, 2011 file photo Cincinnati Bengals running back 
Cedric Benson runs for a touchdown in the first half of an NFL 
football game against the Cleveland Browns in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 

Cedric Benson 


Continued from Page 18 

“But what I'll remember 
most is what a special, spe¬ 
cial person he was. We al¬ 
ways enjoyed talking with 
him because he was such 
a bright and unique guy. 
There will never be another 
one like him, and he will be 
dearly missed by so many. 
It’s just heartbreaking, but 
we feel very fortunate to 
have had him in our lives." 
Benson was one of the top 
high school recruits out 
of the West Texas town 
of Midland. According to 
Texas Football magazine, 
he is eighth on the career 
rushing list for Texas high 
schools. He led Midland 
Lee to three straight state 
championships, the only 
three in school history, from 
1998-2000. 

Benson played at Texas 
from 2001-2004 and his 
5,540 yards ranks second 
at the university and ninth 
in NCAA history. He scored 
64 career touchdowns with 
the Longhorns and won the 
Doak Walker award, given 
to the nation’s top running 
back, in 2004. 

He was the only player in 
school history to rush for 
at least 1,000 yards in four 
seasons and was inducted 
into the university's Hall of 
Honor in 2014. 

Benson was drafted No. 
4 overall by the Bears in 
2005 and helped Chicago 
reach the playoffs the fol¬ 
lowing season. He had his 
finest years with Cincinnati 
from 2008-11, taking over 
as the featured back on a 
team that made the play¬ 
offs twice but lost in the first 
round each time. 

“Cedric was a fine football 


player for us,” Bengals Pres¬ 
ident Mike Brown said. “He 
played a principal role for 
several years here, includ¬ 
ing a couple of playoff runs. 
“ Benson ran for a career- 
high 1,251 yards while lead¬ 
ing a playoff push in 2009, 
the first of three straight 
1,000-yard seasons. He also 
led the Bengals to the play¬ 
offs in 2011, when Andy 
Dalton and A.J. Green ar¬ 
rived as rookies. 

“Once he bought into our 
system, he was like a flow¬ 
er. He just blossomed,” for¬ 
mer Bengals running backs 
coach Jim Anderson said. 
“He gave us an element 
we didn’t have. We had 
complementary guys, but 
Cedric gave us a missing 
element. He was a good 
man. He was one of my 
guys and it hurts. Life is too 
short.” Benson played one 
season with Green Bay, 
where he started the first 
five games in 2012 before 
suffering a season-end¬ 
ing Lisfranc fracture in In¬ 
dianapolis on Oct. 17. He 
rushed for 248 yards and a 
touchdown on 71 carries, 
and caught 14 passes for 
97 yards in five games with 
the Packers before the foot 
injury. Benson finished his 
NFL career with 6,017 yards 
and 46 touchdowns. 

“He was from Texas, and 
he showed his Texas tough¬ 
ness in leading us to a divi¬ 
sion championship in just 
his second season with us,” 
Bengals owner Mike Brown 
said. “His three consecu¬ 
tive 1,000-yard seasons 
displayed the talent he 
possessed. Our organiza¬ 
tion is deeply saddened 
by his sudden and tragic 
passing. "□ 
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Miocic stops Cormier, reclaims heavyweight belt at UFC 241 


By GREG BEACHAM 
AP Sports Writer 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 

Stipe Miocic waited over a 
year to face Daniel Corm¬ 
ier again, and his plan for 
the rematch didn’t start to 
work until they were deep 
in the fourth round. 

That’s when the patient, 
determined firefighter from 
Cleveland finally got his 
revenge — and suddenly 
reclaimed his UFC heavy¬ 
weight title. 

Miocic stopped Cormier 
with a barrage of punches 
in the fourth, taking back 
his championship belt with 
a comeback victory at UFC 
241 on Saturday night. 
Miocic (19-3) lost the 
first two rounds on every 
judge’s scorecard in his re¬ 
match with the 40-year-old 
Cormier (22-2). After mak¬ 
ing some progress in the 
third, Miocic steadily came 
forward through Cormier’s 
blows in the fourth and fi¬ 
nally hurt the champion 
with a punch to the body. 
Miocic then landed several 
powerhouse right hands to 
Cormier’s head, buckling 
his knees and eventually 
forcing referee Herb Dean 
to stop the fight with 51 
seconds left in the fourth 
round. The 6-foot-5 behe¬ 
moth leaped onto the wall 
of the cage and celebrat¬ 
ed with fans still stunned by 
the fight's sudden turn. 

“I saw some weakness in 
that third round,” Miocic 
said. “And then in that 
fourth round, I caught him 
with that right hand. Thank 
God, because he's tough." 



Stipe Miocic pins Daniel Cormier to the cage as he lands punches during UFC 241 at Honda 


Center. 

Nate Diaz also returned 
from a three-year hiatus 
with a dominant decision 
victory over Anthony Pet¬ 
tis at Honda Center, but 
he was upstaged by the 
remarkable redemption of 
Miocic. 

Miocic reigned as the 
UFC's heavyweight cham¬ 
pion for 26 months, and he 
defended his belt a UFC- 
record three consecutive 
times before Cormier de¬ 
throned him in July 2018 
with a first-round stoppage 
victory. Despite Cormier’s 
decisive victory, Miocic 
campaigned for a rematch 
and eventually received it 
when Cormier said he “de¬ 
served it." 


Cormier's quick hands 
were the difference early in 
the rematch. The 5-foot-11 
Cormier also picked up his 
much larger opponent and 
slammed him onto the can¬ 
vas during the first round, 
showing off the elite athleti¬ 
cism lurking in his dad bod. 
“He got hit with everything 
but the kitchen sink, and 
he managed to stay in the 
fight,” UFC President Dana 
White said of Miocic. 

Miocic landed plenty of 
shots, but Cormier's blows 
were more frequent and 
more impactful — although 
not much makes an impact 
on the hulking Miocic. The 
fight turned quickly and de¬ 
cisively when Miocic finally 


A. Vasquez, USA TODAY Sports 

hurt Cormier, who couldn’t 
recover. 

“I took the pressure off a 
little bit,” Cormier said. “I 
don't know why. Maybe (I) 
tried to rest and recover for 
the fifth round, because he 
wasn’t going anywhere. I 
don't know what the rea¬ 
soning was, but it was a 
mistake." Cormier didn’t 
announce his retirement in 
the cage afterward, but 
the former two-belt cham¬ 
pion planned to think seri¬ 
ously about quitting MMA 
after this fight, no matter its 
outcome. The former Olym¬ 
pic-level wrestler had al¬ 
ways planned to get out of 
the sport before he turned 
40, but Cormier pushed his 


deadline by five months af¬ 
ter surgery prevented him 
from fighting last March. 

“A lot of times you base 
decisions on emotion, and 
I don’t want to be that 
guy,” Cormier said. “I'm 
going to go back and talk 
to (my wife) Salina, talk to 
my coaches and figure out 
what's next. ... Losing any 
type of fight for me is ter¬ 
rible, but getting stopped is 
just insane. That’s twice I've 
been stopped. That's not 
good. I'm smart enough to 
understand that.” 

White won’t rush Cormier 
for a decision. 

“I don’t want to see him 
leave,” White said. “I still 
think he’s one of the ab¬ 
solute best in the world. 
Stipe is just one of the best 
heavyweights ever.” 

Right before Miocic’s win, 
the 34-year-old Diaz (20-11) 
cemented his wild popular¬ 
ity with an impressive per¬ 
formance in his first fight 
since he split a pair of bouts 
with Conor McGregor in 
2016. Diaz punished Pet¬ 
tis (22-9) in standup striking 
and on the ground, win¬ 
ning 30-27 on two judges' 
scorecards and 29-28 on 
the third. Fighting through 
a serious cut near his eye, 
Diaz repeatedly hurt the 
former lightweight cham¬ 
pion and nearly got a finish 
several times in the third. 

“I wasn’t sure if there would 
be some rust or not, so I just 
treated it like there might 
be,” Diaz said. “I didn't 
want to sit around and 
think about it. Just ignore it 
and go.”Q 


Giants’ Golden Tate III placed 
in concussion protocol 


EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 

— New York Giants wide 
receiver Golden Tate III has 
been placed in concussion 
protocol. 

Tate sustained the con¬ 
cussion Friday night in the 
Giants' 32-13 preseason 
victory over the Chicago 
Bears. It was not known 
Sunday how long the 10- 
year veteran will be kept 
out of practice. 

It was not a great week for 
the 30-year-old Tate, who 
learned earlier in the week 
that his appeal of a four- 


game suspension to start 
the season was upheld by 
the NFL office. 

Tate insisted that his failed 
drug test was due to him 
taking the fertility drug clo- 
miphene. 

Tate was prescribed the 
drug by a physician, whom 
Tate now plans on suing. 
The doctor apparently told 
Tate that he prescribed 
clomiphene to four other 
NFL players who were not 
suspended. 

Tate is permitted to prac¬ 
tice and play preseason 


games with the Giants, 
but cannot participate 
once the season begins. 
He signed a four-year, $37 
million contract with the Gi¬ 
ants in the offseason. 

Tate will lose more than a 
million in salary while sus¬ 
pended and his nearly $8 
million signing bonus, due 
next year, is now voided 
due to the suspension. 

The Giants also announced 
that defensive lineman Dal- 
vin Tomlinson missed prac¬ 
tice Sunday for personal 
reasons. □ 



New York Giants’ Golden Tate speaks to the media at the teams 
training facility in East Rutherford, N.J., Wednesday, Aug. 14, 
2019. 

Associated Press 
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Can Tokyo's efficient rail system handle Olympic strain? 



In this July 26,2019, photo, an officer monitors the flow of public transportation in front of a screen 
showing Tokyo's web of train lines at the Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department's traffic control 
center in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


By ALEX BARREIRA 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — First, Tokyo 
Olympic fans will have to 
find scarce tickets and 
pay the price. Then there's 
the quandary of landing a 
hotel room with rates that 
are being inflated due to 
unprecedented demand. 
And the summer heat and 
humidity will be off-putting 
for some. 

Then there’s one more 
hurdle: getting around, or 
even finding a tiny space 
to stand on Tokyo's famous¬ 
ly efficient but over-stressed 
rail system. 

Japanese professor Azuma 
Taguchi at Chuo University 
has researched Tokyo’s sys¬ 
tem for years and says it's 
already running at double 
its capacity and the Olym¬ 
pic crunch could push it to 
the breaking point. 

"When peak capacity is 
twice or three times above 
normal, it's possible some 
people could be killed," Ta¬ 
guchi told The Associated 
Press. 

His computer simulation 
predicts that the biggest 
wave of Olympic specta¬ 
tors will collide with work 
commuters at popular 
transfer stations during the 
morning rush hour, while 
small stations closest to ven¬ 
ues will be overwhelmed. 
Add to the mix, newcomers 
carrying luggage aboard 
subway cars and struggling 
to maneuver off the train 
and through crowded sta¬ 
tions. 

Tokyo transport officials 
characterize train cars at 


200% capacity as giving 
passengers just enough 
space to read a magazine. 
This probably represents a 
normal commuting week¬ 
day in Tokyo. 

At 250%, they "cannot even 
move a hand." 

Taguchi's study predicts 
15 stations will experience 
greater than 200% capac¬ 
ity, with several reaching 
nearly 400% at their peak. 
Since Tokyo last hosted the 
Summer Olympics in 1964, 
railways have designated 
special oshiya, or "push¬ 
ers," to pack commuters 
into rush hour cars— often 
wearing white gloves. Lo¬ 
cals are accustomed to 
the treatment, but visitors 
may not be. 

Tokyo's Olympic organizing 


committee question Tagu¬ 
chi's dire predictions. They 
acknowledge the railways 
will be packed with 800,000 
added passengers daily. 
They also anticipate that 
Tokyo expressway conges¬ 
tion will double. 

Hoping to head off the 
crowding, the commit¬ 
tee wants to launch a 
smartphone app, boost 
multilingual signage, and 
use boats and robot-as¬ 
sisted technology to help 
fans and commuters get 
around. As with all Olym¬ 
pics, authorities are testing 
special highway lanes and 
altering the city's transit 
flow. 

Concerns about transpor¬ 
tation are nothing new at 
the Olympics, and crowds 


are often overestimated 
and subsequently man¬ 
aged, as was the case in 
London in 2012. Potential 
tourists sometimes stay 
away, knowing it's a bad 
time to visit with prices soar¬ 
ing. That happened in 2008 
in Beijing and again three 
years ago in Rio de Janeiro. 
"Living in Tokyo we experi¬ 
ence this 100%, 150%, 180% 
crowding every day. We 
know how to navigate the 
stations at these times," said 
Katsuhisa Saito, the head 
of transport strategy for To¬ 
kyo's organizers. "The main 
concern is when foreigners 
attend these events and 
use the stations. They might 
not know how to deal with 
this." 

Organizers hope to bring 


the level of congestion in 
subway cars down to be¬ 
tween 150-180%, a fairly 
pleasant day for Tokyo 
commuters. Also, perhaps, 
a lofty goal. 

Taguchi and organizers 
agree on one thing: keep¬ 
ing Japanese workers at 
home during the Olympics 
could go a long way to¬ 
ward solving the problems. 
Organizers are asking com¬ 
panies in Tokyo to encour¬ 
age their employees to 
work from home during the 
Olympics, which open on 
July 24, 2020, and close on 
Aug. 9. They say more than 
2,000 companies have 
agreed to participate. 
Tokyo University professor 
Katsuhiro Nishinari is working 
with the organizing com¬ 
mittee, an expert in what 
he calls "jam-ology" — the 
study of crowd behavior. 
"We're used to having one 
game per day at the sta¬ 
dium, but at the Olympics 
we have a tight schedule 
and we have 3-4 games 
in one day," he said. "We 
have to exchange the au¬ 
dience two or three times. 
That's where we don't have 
experience." 

Another major challenge 
will be convincing a fa¬ 
mously industrious work¬ 
force to avoid the com¬ 
mute — or the office alto¬ 
gether — for two weeks 
next summer. 

"We're explaining to all the 
companies and the media, 
asking people not to work 
during those two weeks," 
Nishinari said. "Just enjoy 
the Olympics.'Q 


NASA picks Alabama's 'Rocket City' for lunar lander job 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — NASA picked Ala¬ 
bama's "Rocket City" on 
Friday to lead develop¬ 
ment of the next moon 
lander for astronauts. 
Marshall Space Flight Cen¬ 
ter in Huntsville beat out 
Johnson Space Center in 
Houston, which managed 
the Apollo lunar lander a 
half-century ago. 

The new lunar lander — 
not yet built or even de¬ 
signed — is meant to car- 



This illustration provided by NASA on Friday, Aug. 16, 2019, 
shows a proposed design for an Artemis program ascent 
vehicle leaving the surface of the moon, separating from a 
descent vehicle. 

Associated Press 


ry an American woman 
and a man to the moon's 
south pole by 2024. Under 
the plan, the astronauts 
will depart for the surface 
from a small space station 
around the moon and re¬ 
turn there.Three Republi¬ 
can members of Congress 
from Texas — Sens. Ted 
Cruz and John Cornyn, 
and Rep. Brian Babin — 
had asked that the de¬ 
cision be reconsidered. 
Babin, who was on the ini¬ 
tial guest list, was missing 
from the ceremony, held 


near a rocket test stand at 
Marshall one month after 
the 50th anniversary of the 
first lunar footsteps by Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin. 
"'Houston' was one of the 
first words ever uttered on 
the Moon, and Houston, 
the city that last sent man 
to the Moon, should be 
where the lander that will 
once again send Ameri¬ 
cans to the lunar surface is 
developed," they said in a 
statement Thursday. 
Marshall is the longtime ex¬ 
pert in rocket propulsion.Q 
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Stock market gyrates as the economic picture gets blurred 



Trader Peter Tuchman works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Friday, Aug. 16, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By STAN CHOE 
ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

You’re not the only one 
confused about where the 
economy is headed. Just 
look at the stock market, 
where perplexed investors 
have been sending stocks 
on a wild ride in August. 
And there could be plenty 
more where that came 
from. Two notoriously vola¬ 
tile months for stocks lie just 
ahead. 

Stocks around the world 
jumped Friday to cap an¬ 
other tumultuous week. 
Investors have been franti¬ 
cally trying to rejigger their 
predictions about whether 
President Donald Trump's 
trade war and slowing 
economies around the 
world will drag the United 
States into a recession. In 
the U.S., the result was a 
week where the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average had four 
days where it rose or fell 
by more than 300 points 
— with an 800-point drop 
thrown into the mix. 

On Friday, the S&P 500 rose 
1.4%. The Dow climbed 1.2% 
and the Nasdaq picked up 
1.7%. But each index still fin¬ 
ished with a third-straight 
weekly decline. 

Stocks, bonds and other 
investments heaved up 
and down throughout the 
week, with worries hitting 
a crescendo on Wednes¬ 
day when a fairly reliable 
warning signal of recession 
flipped on in the U.S. Trea¬ 
sury market. 

Friday marked the seventh 


time in the last 10 days that 
the S&P 500 swung by at 
least 1%, something that 
hasn't happened since the 
end of 2018, the last time 
investors were getting wor¬ 
ried about a possible reces¬ 
sion. At that time, they were 
concerned about rising in¬ 
terest rates, along with the 
trade war. 

Don’t expect the volatility 
to go away anytime soon, 
analysts say. No one knows 
when Trump's trade war will 
find a resolution, nor wheth¬ 
er all the uncertainty it's 
created will push enough 
businesses and shoppers 
to hold off on spending 
and cause a recession. 
Some investors are digging 
in for trade tensions to last 
through the 2020 election. 


“We’re also heading into a 
tough season for the mar¬ 
ket,” said Emily Roland, co¬ 
chief investment strategist 
at John Hancock Invest¬ 
ment Management. “Sep¬ 
tember and October tend 
to be the most volatile of 
the year for markets. We've 
been talking to investors for 
that reason to look for ar¬ 
eas to prune risk within a 
portfolio.” 

The S&P 500 has lost an av¬ 
erage of 1.1 % in September 
over the last 20 years, mak¬ 
ing it the worst-performing 
month of the year. Octo¬ 
ber’s track record is bet¬ 
ter, but it includes the worst 
monthly performance in 
that stretch, a nearly 17% 
drop in 2008. 

But Roland and other pro¬ 


fessional investors also cau¬ 
tion that this kind of turmoil 
is actually normal for the 
market, when looking at it 
from a very long-term point 
of view. The U.S. stock mar¬ 
ket historically has had such 
bursts of tightly packed 
volatile days, interspersed 
between longer periods 
of calm. Since early 2009, 
whenever the S&P 500 has 
had a drop of 3% in a day, 
it either preceded or fol¬ 
lowed another such drop 
within a month 70% of the 
time. “What’s been abnor¬ 
mal is the super-low volatili¬ 
ty” that investors have been 
enjoying for much of this 
bull market, which began 
in 2009, said Brian Yackt- 
man, portfolio manager of 
the YCG Enhanced fund. 


He sees the volatility as an 
opportunity to buy stocks 
at cheaper prices, and 
he's recently been partial 
to bank stocks, which have 
been hammered on wor¬ 
ries that lower interest rates 
will hurt their profits. 

“When you have volatil¬ 
ity like this, you're actually 
buying the market on sale,” 
said Rob Scheinerman, 
CEO of AIG Retirement 
Services. “That’s a great 
thing.” 

Technology companies 
and banks did the most to 
drive Friday's broad rally 
as investors regained some 
appetite for riskier holdings. 
Utilities, which have been 
one of the safer havens for 
investors this month, lagged 
the market. 

The S&P 500 rose 41.08 
points, or 1.4%, to 2,888.68. 
The Dow, which had an 
800-point drop earlier in the 
week, added 306.62 points, 
or 1.2%, to 25,886.01. The 
Nasdaq climbed 129.38 
points, or 1.7%, to 7,895.99. 
Investors favored smaller 
company stocks, which 
pushed up the Russell 2000. 
The index rose 31.99 points, 
or 2.2%, to 1,493.64. 

Even with the latest bout of 
turbulent trading, the S&P 
500 is still having a good 
year. The broad market 
index is up 15.2% for 2019. 
Similarly, the Nasdaq is still 
up 19% for the year. 
Long-term bond yields also 
climbed Friday. The yield 
on 10-year Treasury rose 
to 1.56% from 1.52% late 
ThursdayO 


US home building fell 4% in July, slowing housing market 



In this June 19,2019, file photo a worker carries shingles for a roof 
of a house under construction in a Brandon, Miss., neighborhood. 

Associated Press 


By BANI SAPRA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

pace of U.S. home con¬ 


struction fell a sharp 4% 
in July despite strong de¬ 
mand from would-be buy¬ 
ers, held back by a short¬ 


age of skilled labor and af¬ 
fordable land. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Friday that hous¬ 
ing starts slipped last month 
to a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate of 1.19 million 
units. So far this year, hous¬ 
ing starts have declined 
3.1%. Though there was 
a slight 1.3% uptick in the 
construction of single-fam¬ 
ily homes last month, the 
gain was offset by a 17.2% 
plunge in the apartment 
category. 

The construction slow¬ 
down, which has persisted 
all year, is thwarting pro¬ 
spective homebuyers. The 


solid job market and fall¬ 
ing mortgage rates have 
boosted interest among 
people seeking homes, yet 
the shortage of available 
homes and rising prices 
have dampened sales. The 
slowdown in construction, 
which in turn contributes 
to the scarcity of available 
housing, may contribute to 
a weakening of the overall 
economy. 

“A dearth of cheap lots 
and persistent labor short¬ 
ages are constraining build¬ 
ers, especially for homes 
costing less than $300,000, 
which have the greatest 
demand,” Frick said. □ 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Tiny weight 
5 Forest animals 
9 Clumsy fellow 
13 More pleasant 

15 Rich soil 

16 Whet 

17 Mom’s brother 

18 Stupidity 

20 _ lift; snowy 
slope transport 

21 Floor pad 

23 Dawdle 

24 Unmanned 
plane 

26 Holliday or 
Severinsen 

27 War ender 
29 Abhor 

321/16 of a pound 
33 Juicy fruits 
35 Pot brew 

37 Ceremony 

38 Chairs & pews 

39 Honey 

40 “Cat _ Plot Tin 
Roof 

41 Sung story 

42 Lowest 

43 Actor Danny 

45 Dingbats 

46 Legume 

47 Practical joke 

48 Psychologist 

51 Intention 

52 Org.for Eagles & 
Ravens 

55 Mentor 
58 Nimble 

60 Ready and 
willing 

61 Houston school 

62 Money holders 

63 Three-_ sloth 

64 Congeals 

65 Meadows 
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8 Burns without 
flame 

9 Take a 
gamble 

10 Crave 

11 “Measure twice, 
cut 

12 Bambi, for one 
14 Channel 

changer 

19 Hilarious folks 
22 Word attached to 
body or time 
25 Track-and-field 
event 

27 Spanish bull 

28 Regretting 

29 Evidence 

30 Sharp utensil 
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DOWN 

1 Horned animals 

2 Skater’s oval 

3 Unintentional 

4 Singer Tillis 

5 Upscale 

6 Piece of wood 

7 Neighbor of Okla. 


31 Rib 

33 Look through a 
keyhole 

34 Corncob 

36 Fine_; music, 

painting, etc. 

38 Lecturers 

39 Jimmy 
sausage brand 


41 Kilns 

42 Andean 
beasts 

44 Gave one’s 
views 

45 When to say 
TGIF: abbr. 

47 Downsizes 

48 “Beat it!” 


49 Tramp 

50 Bylaw 

53 _ market; swap 
meet 

54 Math term 

56 Recline 

57 Calendar 
abbr. 

59 Four qts. 
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By JOHN FLESHER 
Associated Press 
TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) 

— Asian carp are likely 
to find enough food to 
spread farther if they es¬ 
tablish breeding popula¬ 
tions in Lake Michigan, re¬ 
inforcing the importance 
of preventing the invasive 
fish from gaining a foot¬ 
hold, scientists said in a pa¬ 
per released Monday. 

A study led by Univer¬ 
sity of Michigan research¬ 
ers found that despite a 
drop-off in plankton, the 
tiny plants and animals on 
which bighead and silver 
carp typically feed, the 
lake has enough dietary 
options to sustain individ¬ 
ual fish that venture away 
from nutrient-rich shoreline 
areas where most would 
congregate. 

That improves their pros¬ 
pects for colonizing large 
sections of Lake Michigan 
and eventually spreading 
to the other Great Lakes, 
said Peter Alsip, an ecolog¬ 
ical modeling data analyst 
and lead author of the pa¬ 
per published in the journal 
Freshwater Biology. 

"Our study indicates that 
the carp can survive and 
grow in much larger areas 
of the lake than previous 
studies suggested," Alsip 
said. 

Asian carp were imported 
in the late 1960s to gobble 
up algae in Deep South 
sewage lagoons and fish 
farms. They escaped into 
the Mississippi River and 
have migrated northward, 
branching into dozens of 
tributaries. 

Prolific breeders and vora¬ 
cious eaters, the invaders 
compete with native fish 
for food and habitat. They 
have become the primary 
fish species in the Illinois 
River, which forms part of 
an aquatic pathway that 
leads to Lake Michigan 
through a Chicago-area 
network of rivers and ca¬ 
nals. 

Authorities have long de¬ 
bated how to keep them 
out of the Great Lakes, 
where fishing is a $7 bil¬ 
lion industry. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers this year 
proposed equipping the 



In this June 13, 2012, file photo, 
current from a research boat, 
Havana, III. 

Brandon Road Lock and 
Dam near Joliet, Illinois, 
with noisemakers, electric 
barriers and other deter¬ 
rents at a cost of at least 
$778 million. 

Some experts have ques¬ 
tioned whether the carp 
would venture from shal¬ 
low bays and wetland ar¬ 
eas into the lake’s deeper 
waters, where filter-feeding 
zebra and quagga mussels 
have coated the bottom¬ 
lands and consumed huge 
volumes of plankton and 
nutrients such as phospho¬ 
rus. 

But the University of Michi¬ 
gan team said earlier stud¬ 
ies underestimated the 
carps' dietary flexibility. 
They have shown a will¬ 
ingness to feed on other 
organic material drifting 
in the water column — in¬ 
cluding excrement from 
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Asian carp, jolted by an electric 
jump from the Illinois River near 

Associated Press 

the mussels, Alsip said. 

He and his colleagues 
modeled levels of food 
availability and water tem¬ 
peratures to estimate the 
well-being of bighead and 
silver carp when eating 
mixtures of plankton and 
non-living organic mate¬ 
rial, or "detritus," at different 
depths. 

"It definitely increases their 
chance of surviving the 
journey," he said. 

Duane Chapman, a fish 
biologist with the U.S. Geo¬ 
logical Survey, led previous 
studies that raised doubts 
about whether Asian carp 
could find enough food 
in most of Lake Michigan. 
They focused on the avail¬ 
ability of microscopic plant 
life in areas near the sur¬ 
face that could be ob¬ 
served with satellite data, 
he said. □ 
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San Nicolas 
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From tusks to tails, nations eye trade in endangered species 



In this file photo of Monday Dec.17, 2012, a herd of adult and baby elephants walks in the dawn 
light as the highest mountain in Africa, Tanzania's Mount Kilimanjaro, is seen in the background, 
in Amboseli National Park, southern Kenya. 

Associated Press 


By JAMEY KEATEN and MA¬ 
RIA CHENG 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — From gui¬ 
tars to traditional medi¬ 
cines and from tusk to tail, 
mankind’s exploitation of 
the planet’s fauna and flo¬ 
ra is putting some of them 
at risk of extinction. Repre¬ 
sentatives of some 180 na¬ 
tions are meeting in Gene¬ 
va to agree on protections 
for vulnerable species, tak¬ 
ing up issues including the 
trade in ivory and the de¬ 
mand for shark fin soup. 

The World Wildlife Confer¬ 
ence on trade in endan¬ 
gered species, known as 
CITES, which takes place 
every three years, aims 
to make sure that global 
trade in specimens of wild 
animals and plants doesn’t 
jeopardize their survival. 

The conference opens Sat¬ 
urday and runs through 
Aug. 28, with key decisions 
expected to be finalized 
in the last two days. It had 
originally been due to take 
place in Colombo in May 
and June, but was moved 
to Geneva after a series 
of terror attacks in the Sri 
Lankan capital. 

Three months ago, the first 
comprehensive U.N. report 
on biodiversity warned 
that extinction is looming 
for over 1 million species of 
plants and animals. There 
are growing concerns that 
policymakers aren’t acting 
quickly enough to stop it. 
“Business as usual is no lon¬ 
ger an option ... The rate of 
wildlife extinction is accel¬ 
erating," said CITES Secre¬ 
tary-General Ivonne Higue- 
ro in her opening remarks 
to the conference. 

“The assessment confirms 
that nature's dangerous 
decline is unprecedent¬ 
ed,” Higuero said. 

The meeting also comes 
just days after the Trump 
administration announced 


plans to water down the 
U.S. Endangered Species 
Act — a message that 
could echo among at¬ 
tendees at the CITES con¬ 
ference, even if the U.S. 
move is more about do¬ 
mestic policy than interna¬ 
tional trade. 

Alain Berset, head of the 
home affairs department 
of host Switzerland, noted 
that sustainable manage¬ 
ment of threatened spe¬ 
cies “of course requires 
taking into account the 
interests and the needs of 
the countries where these 
species live.” 

CITES bans trade in some 
products entirely, while per¬ 
mitting international trade 
in other species provided it 
doesn’t hurt their numbers 
in the wild. 

Demand is diverse for ani¬ 
mal and plant products, 
prized for their medici¬ 
nal properties or as pets, 
culinary delicacies, and 
products for knitwear and 
handbags — among many 
other uses. 

Customs officials around 
the world know to be on 
the lookout for the CITES 


logo on shipments of plants 
and animals across bor¬ 
ders: It amounts to a highly 
respected seal of approval 
that trade in such species is 
legitimate. 

The meeting’s agenda 
contains 56 proposals to 
change — mostly strength¬ 
en — the level of protec¬ 
tion among vulnerable or 
endangered species. But 
some argue that protec¬ 
tions should be downgrad¬ 
ed because the relevant 
populations have stabilized 
or even increased. Officials 
say the decisions are to 
be based on science, not 
political or other consider¬ 
ations. 

“The new wildlife trade 
rules ... cover an array of 
mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, trees and 
other plants. Twenty listing 
proposals are inspired by 
concern over the grow¬ 
ing appetite of the exotic 
pet trade for charismatic 
amphibians and reptiles,” 
CITES says. 

Africa is facing an internal 
debate about elephants 
and ivory. 

Zambia — which argues 
its population of wild Afri¬ 
can elephants is large and 
stable, at about 27,000 — 
wants to “downlist” that 
population to allow for 
ivory stockpile sales and 
exports of hunting trophies, 
hides and leathers. A few 
other countries in southern 
Africa want another rule 
on elephants eased. But 
10 other countries — all but 


one African — want total 
protection for elephants 
from any international ivory 
trade. 

Israel is even proposing 
tougher regulations on the 
legal trade of mammoth 
ivory, hoping to undercut il¬ 
legal traffickers of elephant 
tusk who sneakily try to pass 
it off as “ice ivory” — ivory 
that comes from mam¬ 
moth tusks. 

Elephant and mammoth 
tusks can be almost indistin¬ 
guishable to the untrained 
eye, and the mammoth 
ivory trade has become a 
booming business. Confer¬ 
ence attendees will have 
to determine whether 
products from a long-ex¬ 
tinct species can or should 
be covered by CITES. 
Advocacy group Avaaz 
says one key question is 
whether Japan, home to 
the world’s largest legal 
ivory market, will join other 
countries committed to 
closing their ivory trade. 
“Japan’s ivory market is 
fueling the international il¬ 
legal ivory trade,” Avaaz 
campaigner Andy Legon 
said in an e-mail. “And with 
elephants facing extinc¬ 
tion, China, the U.S., Hong 
Kong SAR, Singapore and 
others have recently com¬ 
mitted to closing their ivory 
markets.” 

Go Tsurumi, chairman of 
the Japan Federation of 
Ivory Arts and Crafts Asso¬ 
ciation, insisted some peo¬ 
ple who live alongside el¬ 
ephants in Africa would be 


“very disappointed” if do¬ 
mestic demand for ivory is 
cut off in places like Japan. 
“The many people who 
work in the ivory business 
will no longer be able to 
continue with their work in 
that business — and that is 
a serious problem,” he said. 
Flora, arguably a less glam¬ 
orous subject than animal 
life, also gets spots on the 
agenda. One proposal, for 
example, would exempt 
musical instruments from 
trade restrictions on a type 
of rosewood that’s prized 
by guitar makers. 

Also on the agenda are 
sharks. Some researchers 
say commercial demand 
for shark fins — largely driv¬ 
en by the Chinese appetite 
for shark fin soup — is deci¬ 
mating populations. 

Sharks are getting some 
support in high places, in¬ 
cluding from retired bas¬ 
ketball all-star Yao Ming, 
who led China’s Olympic 
team three times. Yao be¬ 
came a WildAid ambassa¬ 
dor in 2006 when he signed 
a pledge to give up shark 
fin soup and has since ap¬ 
peared in numerous ads 
calling for diners to skip the 
luxury soup to save sharks. 
WildAid, an environmental 
group, also says Yao was 
instrumental in bringing 
about China's ivory ban 
two years ago. 

Luke Warwick of the Wild¬ 
life Conservation Society 
said dried shark fin can 
command up to $1,000 per 
kilogram, and listing more 
shark species to the CITES 
list would be just one of 
several measures needed 
to help vulnerable popu¬ 
lations of the predators of 
the deep. “You've got this 
huge, unsustainable global 
trade in shark fin and huge 
parts of it, 80%, are not 
regulated, with millions of 
animals dying,” he told a 
Geneva news conference 
this week. “We’re watching 
them disappear before our 
eyes." 

Dr. Abdulla Naseer, the 
Maldives' environment 
minister, said his island na¬ 
tion supports three propos¬ 
als to protect 18 species 
of sharks and rays, namely 
the mako shark, white-spot¬ 
ted wedgefish and giant 
guitarfishO 
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Drew Holcomb holds on to sincerity on 'Dragons' 



In this May 14, 2016 file photo. Drew Holcomb and The Neighbors perform at the Shaky Knees 
music festival in Atlanta. 


By RAGAN CLARK 
Associated Press 

Drew Holcomb and the 
Neighbors, "Dragons" (Thirty 
Tigers) 

Drew Holcomb has slotted 
himself as the dad next 
door type, one who writes 
love songs to his children 
and wife and who takes 
an unassuming stance on 
the world around him. It's 
an identity that suits him 
and one that he continues 
to embrace on his band's 
newest album, "Dragons." 
While most of the album's 
tracks are in the same vein 
as Holcomb and the Neigh¬ 
bors' previous work, the 
songs "Family" and "End of 
the World" are a departure 
as they blend the band's 
typical Americana sound 
with pop influences. 

It especially works in "End 
of the World," a song that 
is surprisingly upbeat de¬ 
spite its title. Holcomb is 
tongue-in-cheek as he en¬ 
courages people to let go 
and "smoke 'em if you got 
'em," rather than dwell in 


the world's current state of 
affairs. The carefree nature 
of a song is a welcome es¬ 
cape from reality. 

The rest of the album ad¬ 
heres to Holcomb's usual 
sincerity. And while this sin¬ 


cerity is what has attract¬ 
ed much of his fan base, 
the line he treads is a fine 
one. While heartfelt, there 
are times his songs border 
cheesy in their earnestness. 
"See the World," which fea- 


Associated Press 

tures his wife Ellie, is a song 
about the excitement of 
seeing the world through 
his child's eyes. It has touch¬ 
ing moments, but there are 
lines that come across as 
cliche (such as his Peter 


Pan reference). Similarly, 
while the sentiment is sweet 
in "Make It Look So Easy," 
it sounds like a song that's 
been written too many 
times already. 

Holcomb shines the bright¬ 
est on songs that combine 
his Nashville blues and 
country roots with vulner¬ 
able lyrics such as the title 
track and "You Never Leave 
My Heart." They both tap 
into the storytelling tradition 
of folk music with "Dragons" 
giving a redemptive cho¬ 
rus in which his grandfather 
encourages him to "take a 
few chances/a few worthy 
romances/go swimming in 
the ocean on New Year's 
Day." "You Never Leave My 
Heart" gives a retrospective 
look at memories surround¬ 
ing the death of Holcomb's 
brother. 

"Dragons" is an honest al¬ 
bum and one that gives a 
window into the life of this 
dad next door— a Nashville 
family man who acknowl¬ 
edges both the silver-linings 
and complexities of lifeO 
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In ‘Blinded by the Light,’ 
growing up with the Boss 


By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press 

After starring roles for Fred¬ 
die Mercury (“Bohemian 
Rhapsody”), Elton John 
(“Rocketman”) and the 
Beatles (“Yesterday”), it's 
Bruce Springsteen’s turn 
to join the mixtape that 
the movies have lately be¬ 
come. 

But Gurinder Chadha’s 
“Blinded by the Light” isn’t 


about the Boss' life or how 
he recorded his hits. It’s 
about hearing him — and 
not in Asbury Park but far 
away in the British industrial 
town of Luton, where the 
British-Pakistani 16-year-old 
Javed (newcomer Viveik 
Kalra) finds in Springsteen's 
working-class anthems the 
sound of his soul. When Ja¬ 
ved, beleaguered by his 
overbearing father (Kulvin- 
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This image provided by Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. shows Viveik Kalra in a scene from 
“Blinded by the Light,” a Warner Bros. 


der Ghir) and feeling hope¬ 
less in Margaret Thatcher's 
1987 Britain, presses play 
on his Walkman one lonely 
night, he’s almost instantly 
transformed by “Dancing 
in the Dark." 

The thrill of being turned 
on to music has long been 
dangerous territory for film¬ 
makers. It's precariously 
easy to sound cheesy 
when it comes to rhapso¬ 
dizing about music. There 
was great joy in Philip Sey¬ 
mour Hoffman as Lester 
Bangs in “Almost Famous" 
craving for the raw power 
of the Velvet Underground: 
“Gimme some ‘White Light/ 
White Heat!”’ 


But more common are 
cringe-worthy scenes like 
Natalie Portman playing 
the Shins for Zach Braff 
and telling him they will 
“change your life" in “Gar¬ 
den State." 

“Blinded by the Light” 
doesn’t so much circum¬ 
vent those risks; it barrels 
right through them. Instead 
of trying for coolness, “Blind¬ 
ed by the Light” is guileless¬ 
ly geeky, virtually exploding 
in earnestness. Chadha, 
who helmed “Bend it Like 
Beckham," gives “Blinded 
by the Light" a similarly un¬ 
abashedly feel-good uplift 
that, even if you don’t bow 
down before Springsteen, is 


Associated Press 

hard to resist. It has a hun¬ 
gry heart. 

Based on Sarfraz Manzoor’s 
memoir about growing up 
a Springsteen die-hard, 
“Blinded by the Light” has 
the frame of what would 
normally be a song-and- 
dance musical or a broad¬ 
er comedy. It has elements 
of both, but it’s primarily a 
coming-of-age tale and a 
heartfelt family drama. Ja¬ 
ved is a sensitive kid who 
writes poetry and keeps a 
diary but has little hope of 
realizing his dreams — kiss¬ 
ing a girl, getting out of Lu¬ 
ton — while his father plans 
his career and, perhaps, his 
wife, too. a 


Duane Allman's old guitar ‘Layla’ 
sells for §1.25 million 


Associated Press 
MACON, Ga. (AP) — Fans 
of Duane Allman in Macon, 
Georgia, say they didn't 
expect the late musician's 
old guitar to sell for $1.25 
million at a recent auction. 
The gold-topped guitar is 
the one Allman played in 
the hit song “Layla,” where 
he performed with Eric 
Clapton, The Telegraph re¬ 
ported . 

Until recently, the guitar af¬ 
fectionately called “Layla” 
had been on display at the 
Allman Brothers Band mu¬ 
seum at The Big House in 
Macon. 

“I don’t think anybody ex¬ 
pected that," Museum Di¬ 
rector Richard Brent said of 
the amount. “The history of 
it is what sold it.” 

Brent said the man who 



In this undated file photo, members of the Allman Brothers Band, 
from left, Dickey Betts, Duane Allman, Berry Oakley, Butch 
Trucks, Gregg Allman and Jai Johanny “Jaimoe” Johanson, eat 
at the H&H Restaurant in downtown Macon. Ga. 


bought the guitar at the 
auction is an out-of-town 
collector who wishes to re¬ 
main anonymous. 

The buyer has agreed to 
share the instrument with 
the museum during certain 
times. That means it will be 


Associated Press 

coming back to the muse¬ 
um in late November, Brent 
said. 

“It will be coming back to 
The Big House in late No¬ 
vember,” Brent said. “We 
couldn't ask for more than 
that.” □ 
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Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7,30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delirious fresh fish dishes the 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. 


In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10*11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 


Crazv Fish Monday at 


i 


chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Reservations are recommended. 



Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+257)5*6-2233 info@bugaloe.cem www.8ugaloe.com 

Charles Santore, illustrator of children’s books, dies at 84 



This undated photo provided by Christina Santore shows her 
father, Charles Santore. 


By KRISTEN DE GROOT 
Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 

Charles Santore, an illus¬ 
trator known for his richly 
detailed and whimsical in¬ 
terpretations of classic chil¬ 
dren’s books has died, his 
daughter said Friday. 
Christina Santore said her 
father died Sunday after a 
brief illness in Philadelphia, 
where he was born, raised 
and worked. He was 84. 

He spent over three de¬ 
cades reimagining classic 
children’s tales like L. Frank 
Baum's “The Wizard of Oz,” 
Beatrix Potter’s “The Tale of 
Peter Rabbit,” Grimm fairy¬ 
tales and Aesop’s fables. 
“Charlie Santore was an 
artistic treasure in the in¬ 
dustry. He created worlds 
that were familiar but el¬ 
evated them beyond the 
scope of our imagination," 
said Running Press Kids cre¬ 
ative director Frances Soo 
Ping Chow, who worked 
with Santore for over a de¬ 
cade. “Each extensively re¬ 
searched and composed 


illustration was created 
with an eye to detail that 
was uniquely his. His light¬ 
ing, reminiscent of Maxfield 
Parrish, enveloped colorful 
characters with lush atmo¬ 
spheres to create stunning¬ 
ly beautiful landscapes.” 
Santore grew up in a work¬ 
ing-class Italian neighbor¬ 
hood in south Philadelphia, 
and described himself as a 
tough kid who was com¬ 
pensating for a stutter by 
throwing punches, smok¬ 
ing at age 11, and hanging 


Associated Press 

around pool halls, accord¬ 
ing to an interview in Com¬ 
munication Arts magazine . 
He drew portraits of neigh¬ 
borhood characters for 
cash, and was encouraged 
by teachers to focus on art. 
He said his world opened 
up when he was accepted 
to Philadelphia’s Museum 
School of Art, which is now 
The University of the Arts. 
Santore started off as a 
magazine illustrator, had 
a successful freelance ad¬ 
vertising career and fre¬ 


quently created portraits 
of celebrities for TV Guide 
in the 1970s and 1980s. His 
Redd Foxx TV Guide cover 
was recently added to the 
collection of the National 
Portrait Gallery in Wash¬ 
ington D.C. Other covers 
are in the collection of the 
Woodmere Art Museum. 
Santore’s work appeared 
in the Saturday Evening 
Post, Esquire, Good House¬ 
keeping and he even cre¬ 
ated a poster for the 1964 
World’s Fair. 

After over 20 years doing 
magazine work. Running 
Press approached him to 
illustrate “The Complete 
Tales of Peter Rabbit and 
Other Stories" in the 1980's. 
He was hooked. 

“An advertisement runs 
in a magazine today and 
someone wraps fish in it 
the next day,” Santore told 
Communication Arts. “With 
a book, you know it’s going 
to be around.” He some¬ 
times took years to finish 
paintings for books, work¬ 
ing primarily in watercolor. 


The Woodmere Art Muse¬ 
um hosted a retrospective 
of his work last year. He is 
the recipient of numerous 
awards including the Soci¬ 
ety of Illustrators Award of 
Excellence and the Hamil¬ 
ton King Award. 

His works are in the perma¬ 
nent collections of the Mu¬ 
seum of Modern Art in New 
York, the Brandywine River 
Museum of Art outside Phil¬ 
adelphia and the Free Li¬ 
brary of Philadelphia. 
“Charlie’s imagination is 
extraordinary,” said John 
Whalen, publisher of Cider 
Mill Press, who commis¬ 
sioned Santore to create 
many works and compared 
his talent to Norman Rock¬ 
well and N.C. Wyeth. “He 
would take a scene and 
think ‘How would a child 
see that in their head?' He 
helped guide them into the 
world of Charles Santore.” 
Santore is survived by his 
three children, Christina, 
Charles III and Nicholas. His 
wife of 55 years, Olenka, 
died in AprilO 
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Tourists go off beaten path on North Korea's sacred volcano 




By ERIC TALMADGE 
Associated Press 
MOUNT PAEKTU, North Ko¬ 
rea (AP) — Foreign tour¬ 
ists looking to go off the 
beaten path in North Korea 
can now camp out on the 
country's biggest volcano. 
Hoping to open up a side of 
North Korea rarely seen by 
outsiders, a New Zealander 
who has extensive experi¬ 
ence climbing the moun¬ 
tains of North and South 
Korea is leading the first 
group of foreign tourists al¬ 
lowed to trek off road and 
camp out under the stars 
on Mount Paektu, a huge 
volcano that straddles the 
border that separates Chi¬ 
na and North Korea. 

In 946 AD, Paektu was the 
site of one of the largest 
eruptions in history. It is con¬ 
sidered one of the most 
beautiful natural sites in 
North Korea and is still ac¬ 
tive, though there haven't 
been any big eruptions in 
recent years. 

It's revered in the North for 
its links to the ruling Kim 
family and is considered 
the spiritual home of the 
Korean revolution. Trips to 
the mountain are popular 
with North Koreans who 
visit with their schools, work 
units or other social groups 
on excursions that are part 
indoctrination and part 
recreation. 

It's also popular with Chi¬ 
nese tourists and smaller 
foreign tour groups who 


Any big expansion in the 
numbers of foreign tour¬ 
ists will require an easing of 
international sanctions in 
place to push Kim to aban¬ 
don his nuclear weapons 
program. 

Shepherd's trekking group 
was made up of two Aus¬ 
tralian women and two 
Norwegian men. Tourists 
from the United States are 
blocked from coming to 
North Korea by a travel 
ban imposed by President 
Donald Trump in response 
to the death of Ameri¬ 
can college student Otto 
Warmbier, who died shortly 
after his release from North 
Korean custody for alleg¬ 
edly trying to steal a propa¬ 
ganda banner. 

By the time Warmbier was 
released, he was in a veg¬ 
etative state. What hap¬ 
pened to Warmbier while 
he was in custody remains 
unclear. 

Incidents involving tour¬ 
ists are rare, however, and 
Shepherd said his intention 
is to get beyond politics 
during the hike. 

He said that after the first 
day, the trekkers had al¬ 
ready begun to forge 
bonds with their North Ko¬ 
rean guides. 

"I hope that it's because 
mountains and nature does 
that," he said. "Out here it's 
very apolitical. There's no 
need for the nonsense out 
here. We're all trying to do 
the same thing. 

Work together as a team, 
pitch tents, eat together 
walk together. In my experi¬ 
ence, that's a good way for 
these guys to see the real 
people of this country 


In this Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019, photo, Sinead of Australia, chats with Paula of Australia and Tarjei 
Naess Skrede of Norway during a on Mount Paektu in North Korea. 


In this Sunday, Aug. 18, 2019, photo, a group of foreign hikers 
lead by Roger Shepherd of Hike Korea, visits a monument near 
Mount Paektu in North Korea. 


Korea. 
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they were to spend on the 
hike. 

Under leader Kim Jong Un, 
North Korea has placed a 
high priority on develop¬ 
ing its tourism industry as a 
source of much-needed 
foreign currency and as 
an industry that can be 
fairly closely controlled and 
monitored. 

It is currently carrying out 
massive infrastructure proj¬ 
ects in several locations, 
including at Samjiyon, the 
largest city near Mount 
Paektu, and in the east¬ 
ern port city of Wonsan 
and the adjacent Mount 
Kumgang area, which was 
open to South Korean tour¬ 
ists until around 2008, when 
a South Korean housewife 
was shot for wandering into 
a restricted area. 


In this Sunday, Aug. 18,2019, photo, Tarjei Naess Skrede of Norway who is hiking with Roger Shep¬ 
herd of Hike Korea stands near a view of the caldera and Lake Chon on Mount Paektu in North 


can stay in nearby hotels 
and drive right up to its cra¬ 
ter to see the blue waters of 
Lake Chon in Paektu's cal¬ 
dera. 

But Roger Shepherd, found¬ 
er of Hike Korea, which is 
based in the South, man¬ 
aged to convince North 
Korean government of¬ 
ficials to let him take his 
guests off the beaten path 
for the first time. 

The area around the moun¬ 
tain features several recon¬ 
structed "secret campsites" 
said to have been used by 
national founder Kim II Sung 
and his guerrillas in the fight 


against the Japanese co¬ 
lonial rulers before 1945 — 
a possible reason why the 
idea of allowing a foreign 
camping excursion clicked 
with the local authorities. 
But Shepherd’s group has 
for the most part managed 
to avoid the typical mini¬ 
bus and propaganda lec¬ 
ture experience that often 
awaits foreign tourists here. 
On Saturday, the group 
climbed the mountain from 
near its base, walked to the 
lake from the rim and then 
hiked out across a volcanic 
plateau to pitch their tents 
for the first of five nights 
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